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NORFOLK  BIRD  REPORT  FOR  1953 
IN  MEMORIAM 
B.  B.  RIVIERE,  F.R.C.S. 

Bernard  Riviere  was  a man  of  such  wide  interests  and  know- 
ledge that  the  stranger  to  Norfolk  might  not  necessarily  have 
defined  him  as  a naturalist.  He  was  a business  man  as  well  as  a 
physician  and  a surgeon  ; he  possessed  a sensitive  appreciation 
of  art  and  literature,  and  in  some  circles  he  was  best  known  as 
an  authority  of  repute  on  the  breeding  and  handling  of  gun  dogs. 
Nevertheless  most  of  us  in  Norfolk  would  be  forgiven  for  think- 
ing of  him  immediately  as  a great  ornithologist  and  as  the  corner 
stone  of  bird  protection  in  the  county,  for  in  the  later  years  of 
his  life  he  devoted  most  of  his  spare  time  to  the  complex  develop- 
ment and  administration  of  the  Norfolk  Naturalists’  Trust  pro- 
perties, and  to  his  key  role  as  the  Trust's  treasurer. 

His  contribution  to  Norfolk  ornithology  was  however  much 
more  profound  than  a purely  administrative  one.  In  1930,  by 
his  publication  of  “ A History  of  the  Birds  of  Norfolk,”  a vital 
milestone  was  reached  in  the  annals  of  the  county  as  a great  bird 
centre.  The  history  of  Norfolk  birds  has  been  continuously 
recorded  since  the  seventeenth  century,  but  the  true  foundation 
stone  was  laid  by  Stevenson  in  1870.  Owing  to  the  rapid  growth 
of  interest  in  natural  history  between  the  wars  Stevenson’s  work 
was,  so  to  speak,  left  a long  way  behind,  and  Mr.  Riviere’s  book 
again  showed  Norfolk  naturalists  where  they  stood.  Ad- 
mittedly his  milestone  is  also  now  some  way  behind  us,  but  he 
had  not  only  defined  the  starting  point  from  which  we  might 
advance,  but  in  the  years  which  followed  he  was  always  in  the 
forefront  of  further  progress.  Whenever  a new  record  was 
reported  he  was  there  in  a matter  of  hours  ; he  was,  as  it  were, 
the  observation  post  as  well  as  the  information  centre.  No  man 
was  more  qualified  to  prepare  the  new  milestone  needed  today, 
and  Norfolk  ornithologists  have  thus  suffered  a grievous  loss. 

Mr.  Riviere  was  everyone’s  friend,  and  he  gave  particular 
encouragement  to  youth  and  to  new  recruits  to  bird-watching. 
As  one  of  the  country’s  leading  authorities  he  was  never  too 
grand  to  show  warm  interest  in  the  experiences  of  beginners, 
and  the  spirit  which  he  created  in  the  Norfolk  Naturalists’  Trust 
and  at  its  reserves,  has  contributed  largely  to  the  steady  expan- 
sion of  the  general  interest  in  birds,  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 
If  Bernard  Riviere  has  now  left  us,  the  beacon  which  he  lit  in 
Norfolk  bird  circles  will  glow  brightly  for  all  time. 


A.  L.  B. 


The  Norfolk  Bird  Report 


Edited  by 

Michael  J.  Seago 
(33  Acacia  Road,  Thorpe,  Norwich). 


Assisted  by  the  Records  Committee  : 

E.  A.  Ellis,  A.  H.  Daukes  and  R.  A.  Richardson. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  Council  of  The  Norfolk  Naturalists’  Trust,  in  co-operation 
with  the  Norfolk  & Norwich  Naturalists’  Society,  is  pleased  to 
present  the  following  report  on  the  birds  of  Norfolk. 

There  has  been  no  general  report  for  the  county  since  that 
compiled  annually  by  the  late  Mr.  B.  B.  Riviere,  for  “ British 
Birds,”  which  ceased  in  1935.  It  is  proposed  now  to  supple- 
ment the  annual  bird  report  of  the  Trust  with  records  and 
information  made  available  by  local  Natural  History  organisa- 
tions, together  with  those  received  from  a large  number  of 
observers,  in  order  to  give  again  as  complete  a picture  as 
possible  of  the  bird  life  of  Norfolk. 

The  request  for  information  made  in  the  early  autumn  has 
had  encouraging  results.  The  records  are  filed,  so  that  they  are 
available  for  purposes  of  research,  and  are  reviewed  by  a small 
committee  who  hold  themselves  responsible  for  those  included 
in  the  report.  Contributors  are  reminded  that  in  the  case  of 
a rare  or  unusual  bird  it  is  essential  to  submit  a full  field 
description  and,  if  possible,  to  obtain  the  corroboration  of 
at  least  one  other  observer. 

The  Trust  and  the  Society  are  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  P.  Bagnall- 
Oakeley  for  the  use  of  his  interesting  photographs  ; also  to  the 
Cambridge  Bird  Club  (particularly  Mr.  A.  E.  Vine)  for  records 
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from  the  Breck,  Fens  and  Wash,  the  Great  Yarmouth 
Naturalists’  Society  and  to  all  who  have  contributed  to  this 
report. 

The  work  at  the  Trust’s  Observatory  at  Cley  was  subjected 
to  delay  in  the  spring  following  the  damage  caused  by  the 
gale  and  flooding  at  the  end  of  January  and  the  loss  of  all  the 
trapping  apparatus.  In  spite  of  this  the  Warden,  Mr.  R.  A. 
Richardson  has  contributed,  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession, 
valuable  records  of  birds  ringed  and  recovered.  Unfortunately 
the  site  at  Cley  is  now  so  exposed  and  so  lacking  in  cover  of 
any  kind  that  it  has  lost  much  of  its  former  value.  For  this 
reason  permission  has  been  obtained  from  the  National  Trust 
to  use  a site  on  its  property  about  half  way  between  Cley  and 
Blakeney  Point.  At  the  time  of  going  to  press  a strong 
sectional  wooden  hut  has  been  sited  among  the  sand  dunes  at 
The  Hood,  with  accommodation  for  ringing  equipment  and 
two  men  students,  while  two  small  “ Heligoland  ” traps 
spanning  the  narrow  belt  of  suseda  have  already  accounted  for 
a number  of  birds. 
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Notes  on  Breeding  Birds  from  Reserves 

(Compiled  by  Miss  C.  E.  Gay) 

SCOLT  HEAD  ISLAND 
(Warden  : R.  Chestney) 

The  surge  of  31st  January  undercut  and  washed  away  some  of 
the  dune  areas  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  and  broke  through 
at  the  east  end  causing  a large  gap  which  threatens  the  mainland. 
It  did  not,  however,  greatly  affect  the  ternery  at  the  western  end 
where  the  maj  ority  of  birds  nest,  although  the  shingle  ridges  were 
considerably  lowered.  The  spring  and  early  summer  were  both 
wet  and  windy  and  all  three  species  of  terns  suffered  loss  from 
blowing  sand  and  high  tides.  The  worst  period  was  from  29th 
May  to  3rd  June  when  a strong  N.W.  wind  backed  up  the  spring 
tide  and  flooded  the  ternery  just  as  the  birds  had  settled  down 
so  that  most  of  these  first  nests  and  eggs  were  washed  away. 
An  influx  of  Sandwich  terns  immediately  afterwards  laid  eggs 
within  a few  hours  of  arrival,  pointing  to  the  fact  that  they  had 
probably  been  flooded  out  elsewhere. 

Mallard. — -Five  nests,  some  of  which  were  found  after  the  young- 
had  hatched. 

Sheld-Duck. — Very  few  broods  were  seen  in  the  creeks  during 
the  summer,  although  in  May  it  was  estimated  that  200 
pairs  were  on  the  island. 

Oystercatcher. — Fifty  nests  were  marked,  twenty-eight  of 
them  on  and  around  the  ternery. 

Ringed  Plover. — Forty-five  nests  were  counted  including  second 
broods. 

Redshank. — Twenty-two  nests  in  the  ternery  marram,  and 
others  were  well  distributed  over  the  island.  The  first  was 
found  on  26th  April  and  the  first  chicks  on  22nd  May. 

Common  Tern. — A total  of  1,170  nests.  The  first  eggs  were 
laid  on  19th  May  ; the  first  chicks  hatched  on  11th  June, 
the  last  on  4th  August.  More  than  830  dead  chicks  were 
picked  up  and  others  were  completely  buried  by  blown 
sand. 
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Roseate  Tern. — These  did  not  breed  on  the  island  although 
birds  were  seen  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  season. 

Little  Tern. — Sixty  pairs  were  estimated  but  of  these  less  than 
half  were  successful  in  rearing  young.  The  beach  on  which 
they  nest  was  lowered  by  the  January  gale  and  on  two 
occasions  nests  were  washed  out  and  many  others  buried 
by  sand.  The  first  nest  was  marked  on  20th  May  ; the  first 
chicks  hatched  on  14th  June. 

Sandwich  Tern. — Fifty-six  nests  counted  in  forty-four  of  which 
young  were  reared.  Few  nests  had  more  than  one  egg, 
probably  the  result  of  earlier  losses  due  to  flooding.  The 
first  eggs  were  laid  on  8th  May,  the  first  chicks  hatched  on 
11th  June. 

Wheatear. — One  nest  found  on  Butcher’s  beach. 


BLAKENEY  POINT 
(Warden  : W.  Eales) 

The  whole  of  the  dune  area  and  shingle  ridges  which  form 
Blakeney  Point  were  submerged  in  the  flood  of  31st  January. 
The  Point  House  was  flooded  to  a depth  of  three  and  a half  feet, 
and  the  Warden  found  a drowned  redshank  in  the  coal-shed. 
The  surge  cut  the  Far  Point  in  two  and  made  a deep  channel 
between  the  higher  ground,  where  the  Sandwich  terns  usually 
nest,  and  the  rest  of  the  Point.  The  spring  was  a late  one 
and  although  the  resident  birds  paired  at  about  the  normal  time 
they  were  slow  in  settling  down  to  nest,  due  partly  to  the 
weather  conditions  and  possibly  also  to  the  changes  made  by 
erosion  in  their  breeding  area.  In  spite  of  this  the  breeding 
season  was  a fairly  good  one  although  there  were  fewer  common 
terns  than  usual. 

Sheld-Duck. — An  estimate  of  sixty  pairs  occupying  all  the 
suitable  dunes  down  to  the  Hood. 

Red-legged  Partridge. — -One  pair  bred  in  the  dune  area  of  the 
Hood. 

Oystercatcher. — Eighty-four  nests.  Five  of  these  were  on  the 
Far  Point  island  near  the  Sandwich  terns.  Eighteen 
chicks  were  ringed. 
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Ringed  Plover — Seventy- two  nests  between  the  Far  Point  and 
the  Hood. 

Redshank. — Eighteen  nests  in  the  outer  sand-hills  of  the 
temery. 

Common  Tern. — A total  of  1,921  nests.  Forty-eight  chicks 
ringed.  The  first  eggs  were  laid  on  19th  May,  but  as  the 
whole  of  the  nesting  ground  is  at  least  two  feet  lower  as  the 
result  of  erosion  by  the  surge  most  of  the  earlier  nests  were 
washed  out  by  high  tides  at  the  end  of  May.  The  count  was 
made  after  these  losses.  There  were  few  second  clutches 
and  the  nesting  season  ended  quickly. 

Arctic  Tern. — Two  pairs  bred  on  the  East  point. 

Roseate  Tern. — Four  were  seen  flying  over  the  Point  in  the  late 
evening  of  4th  June,  and  others  were  calling.  Two  or  three 
birds  were  seen  throughout  the  summer  but  none  nested. 

Little  Tern. — A total  of  seventy-eight  nests  were  marked.  The 
first  eggs  were  found  on  21st  May. 

Sandwich  Tern. — Forty-one  nests.  These  birds  arrived  late 
and  settled  down  at  once  on  the  Far  Point,  now  an  island 
of  ninety  by  sixty  feet  at  high  water.  For  this  reason  they 
were  practically  undisturbed  except  for  a count  of  nests 
made  by  the  Warden.  No  chicks  were  ringed.  As  soon  as 
the  young  were  able  to  fly  the  colony  moved  to  more 
spacious  quarters  on  the  Stiffkey  side  of  the  channel. 

Skylark. — Seventeen  nests  found,  most  of  them  in  the  dune 
area  near  the  buildings. 

Meadow-Pipit. — Twenty- three  nests  in  the  dune  area  near  the 
buildings. 


CLEY 

(Warden  : W.  F.  Bishop) 

The  flooding  of  the  marshes  on  the  night  of  31st  January  with 
sea-water  to  a depth  of  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  had  its  inevitable 
effect  on  bird  life  and  especially  on  the  resident  species.  During 
the  winter,  up  to  that  time,  the  small  colony  of  bearded  tits  had 
continued  to  flourish  but  none  were  seen  between  1st  February 
— when  three  were  at  the  end  of  the  Beach  road — and  17th 
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October  when  two  were  noted.  The  W arden  picked  up  numbers 
of  dead  birds  when  the  water  had  drained  from  the  marsh, 
among  them  twenty  skylarks.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing notes  on  the  breeding  birds  of  the  area  that  the  salt  con- 
ditions affected  the  duck,  common  snipe,  lapwing  and  bitterns, 
but  were  apparently  favourable  for  the  yellow  wagtails,  sedge- 
and  reed-warblers,  and  the  common  waders. 

Bittern. — The  preliminary  “ grunting  ” was  heard  on  22nd  Feb- 
ruary, but  booming  did  not  begin  in  earnest  until  25th 
March — considerably  later  than  previous  records  from  Cley. 
Two  nests  were  found,  one  on  23rd  April  with  three  eggs 
and  the  second  on  4th  May.  From  these  only  one  chick 
was  reared.  The  weather  was  very  wet  and  cold  at  the 
time  of  hatching  and  it  is  possible  that  there  was  a shortage 
of  the  right  food  owing  to  the  salt  condition  of  the  marsh. 
Mallard. — Thirty  to  thirty-five  pairs,  about  half  the  average  for 
past  seasons.  Nesting  was  later  than  usual  and  the  first 
brood  was  flying  on  23rd  June. 

Teal  and  Garganey. — None  bred  on  the  marsh  this  season. 
Shoveler. — One  brood  seen  on  23rd  June  is  the  only  record  for 
the  season. 

Sheld-Duck. — Fifty  to  sixty  pairs  in  the  Cley-Salthouse  area,  a 
good  average  number.  One  brood  was  flying  on  11th  July. 
Water-Rail. — One  nest  in  which  the  young  had  hatched,  found 
on  8th  May. 

Oystercatcher. — An  average  number  of  nests  on  the  marsh  and 
shingle  ridge.  One  pair  nested  inland  at  the  side  of  a field 
of  sugar-beet. 

Lapwing. — Very  few  birds  on  the  marsh,  at  the  most  three 
breeding  pairs. 

Ringed  Plover. — An  average  number  of  pairs. 

Common  Snipe.— None  bred  on  the  marsh  due  no  doubt  to  the 
salt  conditions. 

Woodcock. — Three  pairs,  seen  in  the  area  during  the  summer, 
were  presumed  to  have  bred  though  no  nest  was  found. 
Redshank. — Sixty  to  seventy  pairs  nested  in  the  area. 
Stone-Curlew. — Four  pairs  bred  in  the  area.  One  nest  was 
found  on  5th  May  and  a second  on  8th  May. 
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Common  Tern. — Twenty-live  pairs  nested  on  two  small  islands 
on  Arnold’s  marsh  but  one  of  these  colonies  was  washed  out 
by  heavy  rain  and  high  tides  on  11th  June.  About  half  the 
nests  survived  and  the  young  were  reared. 

Reed-  and  Sedge-Warblers. — These  were  as  numerous  as  usual. 
An  estimate  of  over  a hundred  pairs  well  distributed  in  all 
the  larger  reed-beds. 

Yellow  Wagtail. — Thirty  to  forty  pairs  bred,  a considerable 
increase  in  last  season’s  number. 

HICKLING 

(Wardens  : E.  Piggin  assisted  by  G.  E.  Bishop) 

The  Whiteslea  reserve  was  not  seriously  flooded  by  the 
January  storm,  in  fact  the  water-level  was  no  higher  than  it 
often  is  following  high  tides  and  winter  rains.  The  breeding 
season  was  a good  one  on  the  whole,  although  there  were  fewer 
mallard  and  most  of  these  failed  to  rear  young. 

Great  Crested  Grebe. — Fourteen  pairs  occupied  the  Broad  and 
Heigham  Sounds.  Seven  nests  were  found  and  several 
pairs  were  seen  with  four  young. 

Heron. — Twelve  nests  were  counted  in  Sounds  Wood  and  six  in 
General  McHardy’s  wood  at  Heigham  corner — an  increase 
of  seven  pairs. 

Bittern. — These  were  “ grunting  ” on  28th  January  and  boom- 
ing well  on  19th  February.  Five  were  heard  booming  from 
different  directions  at  the  same  time.  Only  one  nest  was 
found  but  the  number  of  birds  seen  after  the  breeding 
season  showed  they  had  had  a good  one. 

Mallard.— Several  pairs  bred,  but  most  of  the  young  died  in  the 
cold  wet  weather  of  May.  Very  few  were  seen  on  the 
Broad  until  late  in  October. 

Garganey. — The  first  arrived  on  25th  March.  Eight  pairs  were 
seen  frequently  during  the  breeding  season.  Two  nests 
were  found,  one  with  eight  eggs  and  the  other  with  nine,  all 
of  which  hatched. 

Shoveler. — None  nested  this  season. 

Mute  Swan. — Four  pairs  nested.  The  herd  feeding  on  the 
Broad  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  estimated  at  250  birds. 
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Marsh-Harrier. — One  or  two  wintered  in  the  district  and  a male, 
judged  to  be  an  old  bird,  was  quartering  the  marshes  on 
23rd  January.  Three  pairs  bred  on  the  reserve.  Nest- 
building was  seen  on  26th  April.  One  nest  with  six  eggs 
was  found  on  3rd  May  and  a second  with  three  eggs  on  25th 
May.  A total  of  twelve  young  were  reared. 

Montagu’s  Harrier. — These  were  first  seen  on  18th  April.  One 
pair  nested  just  over  the  border  of  the  Whiteslea  reserve  and 
reared  four  young. 

Water-Rail. — Two  nests,  each  with  seven  eggs,  were  found  on 
Rush  Hills.  A number  were  heard  calling  from  different 
places  indicating  a good  season. 

Lapwing.- — The  first  nest,  with  one  egg,  was  found  on  4th  April. 
They  again  showed  preference  for  re-seeded  marsh  and  five 
were  found  on  one  near  Stubb’s  Mill. 

Redshank. — A good  average  number  of  nests  were  found,  most  of 
them  on  re-seeded  marshes  in  company  with  lapwing. 

Common  Tern. — A nest  with  four  eggs  was  found  on  10th  June 
in  the  wet  marsh  area  known  as  Rush  Hills.  This  is  the 
first  breeding  record  for  the  Whiteslea  reserve. 

House-Martin. — These. were  late  in  arriving  and  were  first  seen 
on  23rd  April.  Fourteen  pairs  nested  under  the  eaves  of 
the  Lodge. 

Bearded  Tit. — The  colony  continues  to  increase.  Nineteen 
nests  were  found,  the  first  on  8th  April  and  the  last,  with 
four  young,  on  1st  July.  A few  of  the  young  died  in  the 
cold  spell  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  but  most  were 
successfully  reared.  The  birds  were  well  distributed  and 
on  one  occasion  a party  of  seventeen  was  seen. 

Grasshopper-Warbler. — Reeling  was  first  heard  on  21st  April. 
There  was  a good  average  number  of  pairs. 

Reed- Warbler.  The  first  were  seen  on  27th  April.  Many  nests 
were  found. 

Sedge-Warbler. — First  seen  on  4th  April.  The  usual  large 
number  nested. 

Yellow  Wagtail. — First  arrivals  were  seen  on  8th  April.  Several 
pairs  nested. 
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HORSEY 

By  Major  Anthony  Buxton 

In  contrast  to  1952  the  spring  and  summer  of  1953  was  one  of 
the  worst  breeding  seasons  for  birds  in  this  area.  This  was  due, 
presumably,  to  lack  of  food  owing  to  the  exceptionally  cold 
weather  and  to  the  amount  of  salt  which  Waxham  Cut  received 
in  the  water  pumped  into  it  from  the  area  affected  by  the  sea- 
breach  at  Palling.  Vegetation  and  animal  life  were  clearly 
affected  thereby  ; no  frogs  or  toads  spawned  in  these  dykes  and 
the  pike  and  perch  which  normally  spawn  in  them  in  large 
numbers  apparently  did  not  do  so  this  year.  There  was  a nor- 
mal hatch  of  swallow-tail  butterflies,  but  dragonflies  were  very 
scarce.  The  only  birds  which  seemed  to  relish  the  conditions 
were  reed-warblers  which  bred  in  remarkable  numbers.  Sedge- 
warblers,  reed-buntings,  meadow-pipits,  yellow  wagtails  and  all 
waders  were  scarce.  In  my  garden  very  few  young  birds  seemed 
to  survive. 

Bitterns  seemed  to  be  present  in  normal  numbers — about 
seven  pairs — but  I doubt  if  many  young  were  reared.  Only  one 
nest,  with  four  young,  was  found  late  in  June.  Mr.  George 
Crees  and  a companion  saw  the  unusual  sight  of  a bittern 
carrying  an  eel  in  its  claws. 

In  Suffolk  I had  a particularly  good  view  from  a tree-top  hide 
of  the  strange  aerial  combats  in  which  these  birds  periodically 
engage.  It  was  obvious  that  there  was  a bittern’s  nest  about 
one  hundred  yards  from  the  hide.  A bittern  flew  in  and  dis- 
appeared in  the  reeds,  and  soon  after  a marsh-harrier  was  seen 
hovering  round  the  same  place.  The  bittern  rose  into  the  air 
squawking  and  drove  it  off.  Soon  afterwards  three  more  bit- 
terns came  flying  one  behind  the  other,  towards  the  same  spot 
and  then  flew  round  and  round  striking  and  squawking  at  each 
other,  with  the  feathers  on  their  foreheads  raised  in  a sort  of 
crest.  I have  never  heard  any  interpretation  of  this  behaviour, 
but  the  movement  of  an  individual  bittern  seems  quite  suddenly 
to  produce  animosity  among  all  its  neighbours. 

Marsh-Harriers  were  most  disappointing,  particularly  after 
rearing  nine  young  from  two  nests  in  1952.  Only  one  pair  nested 
this  year  and  when  the  eggs  were  due  to  hatch  the  cock  dis- 
appeared and  was  presumed  to  have  been  shot.  The  hen  was 
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compelled  to  do  her  own  hunting  for  the  rest  of  the  summer, 
and  in  spite  of  this  succeeded  in  rearing  two  young. 

Montagu’s  Harriers  fared  better.  Two  cocks  arrived  in 
April  one  of  which  was  joined  by  a hen  within  a week  and  the 
other  a fortnight  later.  These  two  pairs  nested  within  200 
yards  of  each  other  and  three  young  were  reared  in  each  nest. 
Soon  after  this  one  of  the  cocks  disappeared  and  was  probably 
shot  or  trapped,  but  the  hen  managed  to  get  enough  prey  for 
herself  and  the  young. 

Water-Rails  were  extremely  scarce.  One  pair  which  behaved 
in  a peculiar  manner  started  to  build  a nest  in  April  but  left  it 
unfinished.  In  June  the  birds  returned  and  completed  the  nest 
but  no  eggs  were  laid. 

Oystercatchers  again  nested  near  the  Mere,  but  only  one 
of  the  three  pairs  succeeded  in  rearing  young. 

A cuckoo  with  a cracked  voice  arrived  for  the  third  year  in 
succession  in  early  April  and  claimed  the  garden  as  his  territory. 
He  was,  however,  ousted  in  May  by  other  cuckoos  and  moved 
to  more  open  country  half  a mile  away.  His  peculiar  voice 
made  it  possible  to  follow  his  movements  with  some  accuracy. 

Bearded  Tits  are  gradually  increasing  at  Horsey.  There  were 
at  least  four  pairs  this  season.  Four  nests  were  found,  each  with 
five  or  six  eggs.  Two  second  broods,  each  with  five  young, 
were  reared. 

Willow-Warblers  nested  this  season,  the  first  pair  to  do  so,  to 
the  best  of  my  belief,  since  the  flood  of  1938. 

Spotted  Flycatchers  which  nested  in  a peach  tree  in  the 
garden  reared  a second  brood  in  the  same  nest. 

Tree-Sparrows'  occupied  three  nesting  boxes  in  the  garden. 
I have  never  before  had  more  than  one  pair  which  also  nested  in 
a tit-box. 


SCROBY  SANDS,  1953. 

The  great  storm  of  31st  January  destroyed  any  chance  of  a 
successful  nesting  season  for  the  terns  on  Scroby  Sands  this 
summer. 

The  first  visit  was  made  on  14th  June.  We  landed  at  high 
water  on  a spring  tide  and  found  that  practically  all  the  sand- 
bank was  underwater.  There  were  about  200  nests  of  common 
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and  sandwich  terns  on  a very  narrow  strip  left  uncovered  by  the 
tide.  It  was  clear  that  the  chances  of  these  eggs  hatching  were 
very  remote  since  even  a moderate  swell  would  wash  over  this 
low  bank. 

A second  visit  was  made  on  5th  July  when  it  was  found  that 
the  spring  tides  earlier  in  the  week  had  almost  completely 
covered  the  bank  and  had  washed  away  all  the  eggs.  Six  com- 
mon tern  chicks  were  found  on  driftwood  that  had  just  kept 
them  above  high-water  mark,  and  there  were  several  new  nests 
of  common  and  Sandwich  terns. 

Adverse  weather  again  prevented  any  further  visit  until  19tli 
July  when  once  again  it  was  clear  that  recent  high  tides  had 
almost  covered  the  bank,  and  scores  of  eggs  were  lying  along  the 
tide-mark.  The  sole  survivor  was  a common  tern  chick  which 
was  ringed.  Other  birds  seen  that  morning  were  over  a hundred 
kittiwakes,  a small  flock  of  sanderling  and  a black  tern. 

Robin  H.  Harrison.. 


CLASSIFIED  NOTES. 

This  Report  is  based  on  the  late  Mr.  Riviere’s  A History  of 
the  Birds  of  Norfolk,  published  in  1930.  Some  commoner 
birds  have  been  omitted  where  it  is  believed  that  their  status 
and  distribution  have  not  altered  since  then.  For  the  Wash 
and  Fen  parts  of  Norfolk,  information  supplied  by  the  Cam- 
bridge Bird  Club  from  their  own  draft  report  has  been  given. 
The  records  have  already  been  edited  and  in  many  cases  birds 
reported  from  these  areas  are  not  included  as  they  have  been 
referred  to  in  previous  C.B.C.  publications. 

The  number  preceding  the  name  of  each  bird  refers  to  the 
B.O.U.  Check-list  of  the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (1952) 
where  the  scientific  name  may  be  found. 

* indicates  further  reference(s)  in  the  notes  from  Reserves. 

All  records  are  for  1953,  unless  otherwise  stated.  The 
initials  following  records  refer  to  the  observer  responsible. 

1 Black-throated  Diver 

Cley,  single  birds  November  10th  (mm),  December  23rd 
(pgrb),  26th  (prc)  and  29th.  A dead  bird  near  Blakeney 
Point  December  29th  (ictn).  One,  Burnham  harbour,  Novem- 
ber 29th  (gmse,  df). 


14 


NORFOLK  BIRD  REPORT  FOR  1953 


2 Great  Northern  Diver 

Single  birds  on  coast  between  Scolt  Head  and  Cley  during 
January,  February,  April,  October-December  (13  observers). 
One,  Snettisham  gravel  pits,  February  25th  (cbc). 

[3  White-billed  Diver 

One,  off  Salthouse,  October  9th.  Watched  for  some  time 
in  bright  sunlight  at  distance  of  approximately  200  yards. 
Noticeably  larger  than  Herring-Gull  swimming  nearby  and 
appeared  much  bigger  than  a Red-throated  Diver  which  was 
about  200  yards  further  away.  Crown  and  nape  grey-brown  ; 
back  brown  mottled  white  ; neck  and  throat  white.  Bill  white 
and  basal  end  could  not  be  distinguished  from  throat  feathers. 
Bill  stout  and  very  noticeably  up-tilted  with  horizontal  top 
mandible  (sketch  supplied)  (drw)].  On  consulting  The 
Handbook  the  observer  admitted  some  misgivings  over  this 
identification. 

4 Red-throated  Diver 

A number  of  records,  January  to  March  and  between  Sep- 
tember and  December  from  Snettisham,  Scolt  Head,  Blakeney, 
Cley,  Horsey  and  Yarmouth.  20,  Burnham  harbour,  Novem- 
ber 29th  (gmse,  df,  mjml).  One  in  breeding  plumage,  Hickling 
Broad,  July  22nd-23rd  (ep). 

5 Great  Crested  Grebe* 

Autumn  and  winter  records  from  Holme,  Scolt  Head,  Burn- 
ham, Wells,  Blakeney  and  Cley.  Maximum  15  at  Burnham 
November  29th  (gmse,  df,  mjml).  A census  at  all  known 
breeding  sites  in  the  county  will  be  made  in  1954. 

6 Red-necked  Grebe 

One,  Holkham  Lake,  January  25th  (rpb-o).  One,  Heacham, 
November  15th  (cbc).  Single  birds  off  Cley  December  19th 
(mfmm)  and  27th  (rar). 

8 Black-necked  Grebe 

One  off  Blakeney  Point  October  8th  (drw)  and  four,  Burn- 
ham harbour,  November  29th  (mjml). 

9 Little  Grebe 

Numbers  on  Abraham’s  Bosom,  Wells,  during  winter  ; 47 
there  January  4th  (gresham’s).  A pair  bred  successfully  on  a 
pond  at  Weybourne,  the  nearest  known  site  to  coast  (prc). 

12  Leach’s  Petrel 

2-3  passing  Cley  September  10th  (co).  One,  long  dead,  there 
November  22nd  (pj). 

14  Storm-Petrel 

One  picked  up  dead  on  deck  of  Peterhead  drifter  Boy  James 
in  Smith’s  Knoll  area,  October  21st  (rhh). 
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16  Manx  Shearwater 

Gale  driven  juvenile  picked  up  in  Holt,  September  4th, 
ringed  and  released  Cley  next  day  (co).  Other  September 
records  : One,  Cley,  on  1st  (mjs,  gt)  ; 2,  Cley  (wfb),  and  one, 
Scolt  Head  (rc),  on  3rd  ; approximately  20  passing  west  off 
Cley  on  10th  (hpm)  ; one,  Blakeney  Point,  on  22nd  (pro). 
Winds  strong  westerly  in  early  September  so  some  birds,  at  least, 
may  have  been  blown  right  across  the  country  (rar). 

21  Sooty  Shearwater 

One,  South  Wootton,  flying  S.S.E.  inland,  August  23rd 
(cbc)  . This  record  has  been  accepted  by  the  Editors  of  British 
Birds. 

26  Fulmar  Petrel 

North  coast  : First  bird  to  return  was  seen  over  the  sea 
December  7th,  1952,  but  the  first  observed  on  the  cliffs  was 
recorded  December  24th.  About  80  present  to  west  of 
Sheringham  by  February  28th  and  numbers  remained  fairly 
constant  until  mid-April.  A blue  phase  bird  was  noted  at 
Sheringham  March  21st  (prc).  By  third  week  of  May  only 
30  present.  Most  of  the  nesting  ledges  were  destroyed  by 
heavy  seas  on  January  31st  and  there  were  more  birds  between 
Sheringham  and  Mundesley  than  at  Sheringham  and  Weybourne, 
whose  cliffs  formerly  provided  almost  all  the  nesting  sites. 
2 birds  laid  eggs  on  low  cliff  falls  near  Sheringham  on  May  28th 
and  30th,  but  these  were  soon  taken  (prc,  Gresham’s).  At  one 
site,  on  August  30th,  2 young  still  in  down  observed  (mgm). 

Birds  from  these  colonies  were  often  noted  at  Cley.  One  was 
patrolling  between  Blakeney  and  Morston  churches  May  26th 
(hh)  and  one  passed  over  Salthouse  Heath  on  May  31st  (pdk). 
2 returned  to  Sheringham  December  23rd  (prc). 

Wash  : 2 off  Heacham  May  31st  ; one  off  Snettisham 
August  22nd  (cbc). 

27  Gannet 

Noted  off  Cley  and  Blakeney  March  4th,  April  4th,  May  3rd 
and  22nd,  and  between  August  4th  and  October  19th  (maximum 
23)  (etd,  hh,  pdk,  co,  gt).  No  sign  of  concentration  in  North 
Sea  off  Norfolk  coast  August  18th-20th  ; birds  occurring  up  to 
34  miles  from  land  (pwpb).  Few  off  Sea  Palling  and  Horsey, 
August-September  (pwpb,  jfp).  5 off  Yarmouth  September 
6th  (gmse).  One  found  at  Terrington  St.  Clement  October 
16th  was  later  released  at  Lynn  (cbc). 

29  Shag 

Cley.  An  immature  March  lst-7th  (co,  gt)  and  2,  April 
25th  (jb).  One,  Snettisham,  October  18th  (cbc).  No  other 
records  received. 
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30  Heron* 

A count  of  all  known  heronries  in  Norfolk  will  take  place 
during  1954  ; the  following  were  visited  in  1953  : 

Black  Dyke  (Feltwell),  4 occupied  nests  ; Islington,  98  ; 
Denver  Sluice,  27  ; Wretham  (Hill  Mere),  7 ; Snettisham,  18 
(aev)  ; Mautby,  21  (mjs)  ; Wickhampton,  45  (pwpb)  ; Upton, 
about  6 (jfp)  ; Thompson  Water,  3 (gj)  ; Hardley,  3 (per  eae)  ; 
Didlington,  3-4  reported  (per  aev)  ; Calthorpe,  one  (ed)  ; 
Wiveton  Hall,  one  (capt.  r.  buxton). 

32  Little  Egret 

An  adult  in  breeding  plumage,  Cley,  May  23rd,  24th  and 
May  30th-June  4th  (wfb,  co). 

36  Night  Heron 

An  adult  in  summer  plumage,  Seamere,  Hingham,  July 
7th-August  1 8th.  On  several  occasions  seen  to  catch  small  fish 
and  frogs.  Twice  observed  swimming.  Filmed  by  rpb-o. 
(c.  gosling  and  over  70  other  observers). 

37  Little  Bittern 

One  at  Mundford  by  River  Wissey  August  11th  (lw).  Full 
description  supplied,  stressing  small  size  and  the  very  notice- 
able large  buff  patches  in  wings  bordered  by  dark  edges. 

38  Bittern* 

3 booming,  Surlingham-Strumpshaw  area,  during  April. 
One  young  bird,  Wheatfen,  July  18th  (eae).  One,  Thomham, 
December  28th  (ictn).  One  ringed  as  nestling,  Cley,  23.5.49  ; 
found  dead  under  telephone  wires  there  1.3.53  (pj,  rar). 

40  White  Stork 

One,  Morston  Marshes,  June  4th  only  stayed  a short  time 
(hh).  Full  details  submitted. 

42  Spoonbill 

Cley  : One,  May  19th  and  another  June  19th  (wfb,  co). 
Scolt  Head  : One,  May  25th  (rc).  Breydon  : One  in  a marsh 
dyke  May  22nd  ; 5,  June  6th,  were  joined  by  a sixth  bird  June 
8th  ; also  5 there  June  21st  (rhh).  Hickling  Broad  : One, 
passing  east,  May  15th  (ep). 

[44  Flamingo 

One,  Hickling  Broad,  April  11th  (gb,  m.  d.  England).  Full 
details  submitted.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  this  bird  was 
an  “ escape  ”]. 

45  Mallard* 

Largest  numbers  reported  : Horsey  Mere  (1,200,  February 
7th)  ; Holkham  (2,000,  November  29th)  ; Wash  (Wolferton- 
Heacham),  1,300,  December  28th;  Narford  (1,000,  from 
September  20th)  (gb,  cbc,  gc,  gmse,  df,  mjml,  aev). 
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46  Teal* 

Breck  : Small  numbers  all  waters,  including  breeding  birds. 

47  Garganey* 

First,  Cley,  March  17th  (gresham’s)  ; Hickling,  on  25th 
(gb)  ; Hardley,  on  28th  (mjs)  ; Wheatfen  and  Breydon,  April 
5th  (eae,  rhh)  ; Horsey,  on  18th  (gc).  Probably  bred  Cantley 
reservoir  (pwpb).  During  August  numbers  at  Cley,  including 
15  on  8th  (ahd)  and  30  on  16th  (pdk).  One,  Lynn  Point, 
August  11th.  Welney  Washes  : 2 drakes  April  7th  and  broods 
seen  in  summer  (cbc).  Breck  : A drake,  Fowlmere,  April  6th 
(jd)  and  a pair  in  the  vicinity  in  spring  and  early  summer  (ges). 
Uncommon  on  the  meres. 

49  Gadwall 

Over  50,  Hingham  Seamere,  October  11th.  These  stayed 
several  weeks  (c.  gosling).  Hardley  : 6,  March  28th  and  3, 
April  2nd  (mjs).  Near  Holt  : Up  to  3,  from  mid-November 
(rpb-o).  Cley  : 2 for  some  days  after  August  24th  (co)  ; 3, 
September  24th  (ahd). 

Breck  : Usual  summer  breeding  population  (perhaps  40-50 
pairs-AEv).  Maximum  winter  flocks  : 38,  Fowl  Mere,  Feb- 
ruary 1st  (pm),  80,  Mickle  Mere,  November  22nd  (aev). 

50  Wigeon 

Largest  numbers  reported  were  1,500-2,000,  Blakeney 
harbour  January  9th  (wfb)  ; 600-700,  Breydon,  February  22nd 
(rhh)  ; 900,  Scolt-Holkham,  November  29th  (gmse,  df,  mjml)  ; 
1,500,  Blakeney,  December  28th  (hh)  ; Wash  (Wolferton- 
Heacham),  1,150,  November  1st  ; 1,300,  December  14th  (cbc). 
An  immature  drake  was  still  at  Cley  May  10th  (co)  ; 3 at 
Breydon  May  16th  (rhh)  ; 3 at  Blakeney  June  20th  (jfp). 
Summer  records  include  birds  reported  on  Ouse  Washes  May- 
June.  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm  : 4,  July  19th  (cbc).  First 
autumn  records  : Blakeney,  September  1st  (hh)  ; Breydon  and 
Cley,  September  6th  (rhh,  pdk).  Breck  : Normal  parties  up 
to  30 — 40  until  April  4th  and  from  November  22nd  (jd,  aev). 

52  Pintail 

Breydon  : Not  so  numerous  as  in  1952.  Maximum  of  90, 
March  15th  ; 70,  March  22nd  (mjs).  No  breeding  record.  11, 
end  November  (rhh).  Hickling  : 3,  March  23rd  (gb).  Horsey  : 
Small  numbers,  November-December  (ab,  gc).  Blakeney  : 3, 
October  8th  (mm)  ; 6,  October  9th  and  December  10th  (hh). 
Cley-Salthouse  : 1-2  pairs,  March  6th-April  18th  (co).  One, 
December  9th  (mm).  Sheringham  : 3 flying  west  January  31st 
(prc)  . Wash  (Wolferton-Heacham)  : 75,  January  26th  ; one, 
November  15th  ; 17,  December  14th  and  9 on  28th  (cbc). 


18 


NORFOLK  BIRD  REPORT  FOR  1953 


53  Shoveler* 

Only  small  numbers  reported,  including  32  at  Wheatfen, 
March  1 5th  (eae)  . Apparently  decreasing  as  a breeding  species 
in  east  Norfolk.  Breck  : Regular  in  summer  and  winter  all 
waters.  30-40  at  Narford  and  15-20  at  Mickle  Mere,  November 
-December  (aev). 

55  Scaup 

Cley  : 1-2,  September  10th  (hpm)  ; October  17th-18th 

(whd)  ; 3,  November  1st  (co).  Stiffkey  : One,  October  9th 
(hh).  Burnham  harbour  : 40,  November  29th  (gmse,  df, 
mjml).  Snettisham  : 500,  January  24th;  400  next  day;  up 
to  100,  February  and  March.  Autumn  records  from  September 
19th,  but  very  few  until  December  when  25-30  only  (cbc). 

56  Tufted  Duck 

Wintering  birds  at  Hickling  and  Rockland  Broads  until  May 
19th  (mjs).  Breck  : Rush  Mere,  3 broods,  while  3 broods  at 
Mickle  Mere  would  appear  to  be  different.  Fowl  Mere,  3 broods 
(jd,  ges).  Winter  flocks  of  up  to  30. 

57  Pochard 

A number  of  Broads  records,  latest  May  19th.  200,  Hickling, 

during  November  (gb).  Several  records  from  Taverham  gravel 
pits  (btb,  mjs).  Breck  : Up  to  125,  Fowl  Mere,  February  15th- 
March  14th.  100-140,  Mickle  Mere,  late  December.  3 broods 

at  Rush  Mere  (jd,  aev,  gbw). 

60  Golden-eye 

Reported  from  Cley,  Hickling,  Taverham,  Hingham  Seamere, 
Rockland  Broad,  Welney,  Holme,  Scolt  Head,  Burnham, 
Stanford  and  Thompson  Waters  and  Fowl  Mere.  Numbers 
did  not  exceed  8 except  at  Hickling  (maximum  30,  March 
14th-GB).  Not  recorded  between  April  21st  and  October  14th. 
Snettisham,  24,  February  6th,  20,  December  17th  (cbc). 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

Scolt  Head,  2 on  May  10th  (rc).  Cley,  single  birds  November 
1st  (wfb)  and  December  27th  (rar).  Snettisham,  1-2  on  eight 
dates  from  November  lst-December  14th;  6' on  November 
29th  (cbc). 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

Snettisham  : 20,  March  17th  ; 3 November  15th  ; 1,  29th  ; 
4,  December  14th  (cbc).  Holme,  2,  November  15th  (ejc,  pn, 
aev).  Salthouse-Cley-Blakeney  : Ones  and  twos  April  3rd  ; 
8th  ; May  22nd-23rd  ; June  20th  ; August  23rd  and  November 
29th  (hh,  mm,  co,  jfp) . Hickling  Broad,  one,  November  6th 

(F.P). 


Copyright 


Semi-palmated  Sandpiper  R.  P.  Bagnall-Oakeley 

Salthouse,  July,  1953. 


Copyright 


Snow-Bunting 


R.  P.  Bagnall-Oakeley 


Copyright  Juvenile  Curlew-Sandpiper  R-  P-  Bagnaii-Oakeley 
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64  Common  Scoter 

Seen  frequently  at  Cley  in  fluctuating  numbers  throughout 
year,  largest  flocks  passing  at  mid-summer  (co).  Small  num- 
bers off  Blakeney,  Waxham,  Winterton,  Holme-Holkham  ; 
also  Yarmouth  where  120  September  6th  and  150  September 
11th  (8  observers).  Broads  : One,  Heigham  Sounds,  February 
18th  (ep).  Snettisham-Hunstanton  : Up  to  1,000,  January- 
March.  Autumn  records  from  August  22nd,  maximum  6-700 
on  October  21st.  Only  up  to  450  November-December  (cbc). 

67  Eider-Duck 

Wells  : 4,  November  29th  (chr).  Blakeney  Point  : Single 
birds  August  9th  (etd)  ; September  22nd-24th  (djb,  dgwh)  ; 
November  20th  (hh).  2,  December  29th  (ictn).  Cley  : 2, 

May  12th  (co)  ; singles  August  11th  and  November  18th  (mm)  ; 
3,  November  15th  (prc,  pdk).  Sheringham  : One,  December 
16th-26th  (prc)  and  December  29th  (ictn).  Cromer  : One, 
December  15th  (prc).  Snettisham  gravel  pits  : One,  March 
17th  (cbc). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

Burnham  harbour  : 7,  December  13th  (ejc,  pn,  aev).  Scolt 
Head  : 3,  October  1st  (rp).  Blakeney  : One,  September  20th- 
22nd  (djb,  dgwh)  and  December  4th  (hh).  Cley-Salthouse  : 
Flock  of  about  20,  September  12th  (rafc)  ; single  birds  Septem- 
ber 16th  (mm),  October  17th-18th  (whd,  mjs),  and  November 
15th  (prc,  pdk).  3 (one  adult  male),  December  28th  (co). 
Snettisham  : One,  February  6th  and  November  29th  ; 5, 
December  27th  and  2 on  28th  (cbc). 

70  Goosander 

Holme  : 3,  November  13th  (ejc,  pn,  aev).  Scolt  Head  : A 
drake  October  1st  (rp).  Burnham  : One,  November  29th 
(gmse,  df,  mjml).  Blakeney  harbour  : 3,  December  4th  (hh)  ; 
one,  December  28th  (co).  Cley:  2,  September  28th  (co). 
Wiggenhall : One,  February  4th  and  8th  (cbc).  Snettisham  : 
1-2,  March  17th  and  December  28th  (cbc). 

71  Smew 

Blickling  Lake,  2,  October  25th  (jch).  Burnham  harbour  : 
Pair,  November  29th  (gmse,  df,  mjml).  Denver  Washes  : 4, 
February  26th.  Snettisham  : One,  February  6th  and  Decem- 
ber 14th  (cbc).  Breck  : One,  Mickle  Mere,  November  21st 

(JSH). 

73  Sheld-Duck* 

Largest  numbers  at  Blakeney,  Brancaster  and  Burnham 
harbours,  Breydon  (450-500,  January  3rd-RHH)  and  the  Wash 
(Wolferton-Heacham)  800,  November  1st  ; 1,700,  December 
14th  (cbc).  Probably  3,000  on  the  shore  between  Snettisham 
beach  and  North  Wootton,  July  2nd.  Breeding  sites  : Wisbech 
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Sewage  Farm,  2-3  pairs  ; nesting  has  been  regular  here  for  at 
least  30  years,  Sandringham  Warren  (perhaps  100  pairs). 
Wolferton  Warren  (100  pairs).  Thornham  (10  pairs).  Roydon 
Common  (aev).  North  coast  reserves.  Breydon  area  (rhh). 
One  pair  probably  bred  Cantley  reservoir  (pwpb).  Parties  of 
8 and  9 flying  east  at  Blakeney  Point  during  late  evening  of 
June  20th  considered  to  be  on  moult  migration.  Others  heard 
calling  over  the  Point  on  this  and  following  nights  (jfp). 

[75  Grey  Lag-Goose 

1-3  at  Salhouse  and  Rockland  Broads  and  Taverham  gravel 
pits,  April-May  (te,  jfp,  mjs).  As  there  are  at  least  two  flocks 
of  full-winged  birds  kept  in  semi-captivity  in  the  county  all 
records  of  small  numbers  must  remain  suspect.] 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

Breydon  area  : 1952-3  winter  : First  seen  December  3rd 
when  500  feeding  on  Halvergate  marshes  and  by  December 
14th  they  had  increased  to  800.  Ever  since  the  wild  geese  began 
to  frequent  the  marshland  west  of  Yarmouth,  Scroby  Sands  has 
been  their  favourite  roosting  place  and  each  winter  they  have 
sought  refuge  there.  This  winter,  however,  for  six  weeks  a 
Danish  motor  torpedo  boat  was  aground  on  Scroby  and  there 
was  considerable  activity  on  the  sandbank  before  the  vessel 
was  refloated.  These  strange  movements  appear  to  have  had  a 
disturbing  effect  on  the  geese,  for  the  800  White-fronts  were 
broken  up  into  small  parties.  Almost  daily  these  small  flocks 
made  frequent  trips  to  and  from  the  sandbank.  During  this 
period  a number  of  geese,  both  Pinkfeet  and  White-fronts,  spent 
their  nights  on  the  marshes,  even  when  there  was  no  moon. 
On  January  17th  there  were  200  White-fronts  at  Buckenham 
and  600-700  on  the  marshes  adjoining  the  river  Bure  between 
the  Four  and  Six  Mile  Houses.  On  Buckenham  marshes, 
Januar}7  25th,  were  150  White-fronts,  but  all  had  left  by  March 
1st.  The  latest  record  for  the  Breydon  district  was  March  8th. 
An  apparently  health}^  bird  stayed  at  Breydon  from  May  21st 
until  July  5th  when  it  appeared  to  have  moulted  its  flight 
feathers.  150  arrived  on  Bure  marshes  December  16th  and 
these  were  again  seen  December  20th  (rhh).  Denver  Washes  : 
Report  of  one  shot  and  another  seen,  mid- January  (cbc). 

78  Bean-Goose  ( Anser  a.  arvensis) 

Buckenham  : 1952-3  winter  : Flock  of  74,  January  17th,  and 
when  these  marshes  were  again  visited  January  25th,  75  present. 
All  had  left  by  March  1st.  1953-4  winter : None  arrived  (rhh). 

Pink-footed  Goose  (A.  a.  brachyrhynchus) 

Breydon  area  : 1952-3  winter  : First  birds — flock  of  40 — 
arrived  October  2nd  and  by  mid-November  about  150  present. 
These  were  still  in  the  area  on  January  17th.  Once  again  there 
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was  a decrease  on  last  winter’s  figures.  4 over  Breydon 
October  4th.  About  300  reached  the  Bure  marshes  October 
5th  but  only  stayed  a few  days.  40  there,  December  6th  and  5, 
December  26th  (rhh).  43,  Ludham  marshes,  February  14th 
(mjs).  North  Norfolk  : About  30,  Wiveton,  January  25th  and 
one,  Cley,  March  4th  (co).  One,  Holkham  Lake,  May  1st  ; not 
captive  according  to  Keeper  (gt).  9,  Holme,  November  15th 

(ejc,  pn,  aev).  One  ringed  as  a flightless  adult  during  moult- 
ing season  on  breeding  grounds  in  Central  Iceland,  28.7.51,. 
recovered  Wormegay  near  King’s  Lynn,  11.2.53  (rb). 

80  Brent  Goose 

Breydon:  11,  February  15th-22nd  ; one,  March  22nd-28th 
(rhh,  mjs).  Holme  : 2,  November  29th  (hac,  fp).  Burnham 
and  Brancaster  harbours  : 150-200  during  1952-3  winter  (rc). 
One,  November  27th  (ed)  ; 10  on  29th  (pbl)  ; 6,  December  13th 
(aev).  Wells  : One,  November  29th  (chr)  ; about  20,  Decem- 
ber 3rd  (rar).  Blakeney  : About  40,  March  3rd  (gt)  and  21, 
March  15th  (wehf).  75,  December  22nd  (pgrb).  Cley  : 7, 
February  15th  (co)  ; about  40,  December  6th  (prc,  pdk)  ; 
about  30,  December  19th-20th  (mfmm).  Heacham  : 8,  Novem- 
ber 1st ; one  on  29th  (cbc).  Those  seen  close  enough  were  all 
of  the  dark-breasted  form  (Branta  b.  bernicla). 

82  Canada  Goose 

Largest  numbers  reported  at  Holkham  Lake-440  on  Septem- 
ber 6th  (mjs)  . Odd  pairs  breed  on  several  Waters  in  the  county,, 
including  Hill  Mere,  Fowl  Mere  and  Shadwell  (per  aev). 

85  Whooper-Swan 

Cley  : An  immature  throughout  March  to  April  6th  (co).  2 

on  the  sea  March  16th  (hh).  Horsey  Mere  : 21,  January  20th 
(gc).  Hickling  Broad  : 20,  January  10th  and  one,  March  2nd 
(gb,  ep).  Breydon  : Herd  of  39,  January  8th  ; single  bird  on 
April  4th  (rhh).  Welney  Washes  : 3,  February  24th  (cbc). 
Breck  : Stanford  Water  (where  regular),  16,  January  4th  (jd)  ; 
7,  November  21st  (jsh)  ; 6,  December  27th  (aev).  Lang  Mere  : 
3,  March  29th  (jd). 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

Cley  : 2 adults  from  March  18th  to  April  3rd  (co).  An  im- 
mature with  domestic  geese  November  18th  (wfb,  mm).  Hick- 
ling  : One  arrived  April  11th  and  stayed  a few  days  (gb,  ep). 
One,  probably  the  same,  at  Horsey  April  18th  (gc).  Hingham 
Seamere  : 17,  December  5th  and  11th  (c.  gosling).  Ouse 
Washes  : Herds  of  up  to  75  at  Denver,  January  (cbc). 

91  Buzzard 

Single  birds  at  West  Barsham  August  5th  and  Overy  Staithe 
next  day  (jsa). 
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92  Rough-legged  Buzzard 

One,  Scolt  Head,  September  26th  (rc). 

93  Sparrow-Hawk 

One  flying  south  near  Inner  Dowsing  light  (10  miles  east  of 
Trusthorpe  on  the  Lincolnshire  coast)  September  15th  (jfp). 
Probable  influx  at  Blakeney  October  12th  and  26th  (hh). 

99  Marsh-Harrier* 

Odd  birds  noted  frequently  at  Cley  during  April- June  and 
August-Sept  ember,  including  2 juveniles  mid- August  (many 
observers).  Singles  at  Breydon  August  8th  (rhh)  ; Cantley 
reservoir,  June  2nd  ; Berney  Arms,  August  17th  (pwpb)  and 
Holme,  September  20th  and  27th  (ejc,  pn).  Wisbech  Sewage 
Farm  : One,  September  6th.  Wolf ert on-North  Wootton  : One, 
August  11th,  22nd  and  December  14th  ; 3,  August  23rd  and  2, 
September  23rd  (cbc).  One  found  shot  near  Fakenham 
August  6th.  A pair  successfully  nested  on  the  north  coast  in 
1950  (jsa). 

100  Hen-Harrier 

Recorded  from  Wolferton,  Terrington  marsh,  Gayton,  Holme, 
Scolt  Head,  Blakeney,  Cley,  Salthouse  Heath,  Bale,  Hickling, 
Horsey,  Waxham,  Breydon  and  lower  Bure  marshes.  Reports 
cover  period  up  to  April  23rd  and  from  September  27th  until 
end  of  year.  Adult  males  noted  on  8 occasions  (many  obser- 
vers) . 

102  Montagu’s  Harrier* 

Broads  : First  noted  April  18th  (ep)  ; 21st  (gc).  Cley  : 
Singles  May  14th-16th  and  22nd.  Salthouse  Heath,  one  June 
5th  (co).  Scolt  Head : One  May  20th-23rd  (rc).  Berney 
Arms,  one  August  9th.  One  flying  south-west,  Sea  Palling, 
August  11th  (pwpb).  North  Wootton  : 2,  August  11th  and  one 
on  23rd  (cbc). 

103  Osprey 

Broads.  Hickling  : 2 over  Heigham  Corner  April  16th  ; single 
bird  on  several  occasions  between  April  22nd  and  May  5th. 
Another  arrived  May  14th  and  was  joined  by  a second  bird  next 
day  and  both  stayed  until  May  16th  (gb,  ep).  Martham  : One, 
May  4th  (gc).  Rockland  : One,  May  8th  (mjs). 

104  Hobby 

Hickling  : One  caught,  and  later  released,  in  the  summer 
house  at  Whiteslea,  May  20th  (ep)  . Cley  : Single  birds  May 
7th,  14th,  June  10th,  August  1st  and  September  4th  (ahd,  co). 
Blakeney  Point  : 2,  August  5th  (mm). 

105  Peregrine  Falcon 

Reported  from  Wash  (Snettisham),  Blakeney-Cley-S  alt  house 
area,  Breydon,  Horsey  Mere,  Breck  (Stanford  and  Thompson 
Waters  and  Fowl  Mere).  All  records  of  single  birds  except  once 
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2 together.  Reported  “ stooping  ” at  a flight  of  Pochard,. 
Redshank,  and  White-fronted  Geese  ; also  pursuing  a pigeon 
and  small  waders. 

106  Gyr  Falcon 

A large  white  falcon  at  Scolt  Head,  January  6th  (rc)  and 
near  Wells  “ in  January  ” reported  by  a keeper  (per  jsa). 

One  at  Blakeney  Point,  December  20th  was  considered  to  be 
of  the  Iceland  race  ( Falco  r.  islandus).  When  this  bird  was  fly- 
ing away,  a second,  similar,  but  much  darker,  bird  was  flying 
over  the  sea  (mfmm).  This  record  has  been  accepted  by  the 
Editors  of  British  Birds.  What  were  undoubtedly  the  same 
birds  were  seen  over  Blakeney  harbour  on  December  26th  and 
near  Stiffkey  channel  on  29th  (rpb-o). 

107  Merlin 

Single  birds  (and  once  2)  recorded  on  many  occasions,. 
Blakeney-Cley-S  alt  house  area,  up  to  May  12th  and  from 
September  7th  to  end  of  year  (many  observers) . One  at  Cromer 
April  9th  and  11th  (rafc).  Broads  : Wheatfen,  one,  January 
23rd  (eae)  ; Hickling,  one,  January  24th  (ep).  Fieldfare  twice 
reported  as  prey.  One  at  Cley  was  chasing  Spotted  Redshank 
which  escaped  by  diving  into  a reed-bed  (ahd)  . 

110  Kestrel 

Autumn  concentrations  again  noted  on  the  reclaimed  areas, 
round  Wash,  rising  to  peak  of  about  30  at  North  Wootton  in 
second  week  of  August,  falling  quickly  afterwards  (cbc). 
Marked  westerly  passage,  Cley,  end  July  and  early  August 
(co).  Probable  influxes  north  Norfolk  coast  September  12th, 
18th  and  October  2nd  (hh).  Noticeable  absence  after  the 
January  flood  in  Breydon  area  probably  due  to  lack  of  food. 
No  nests  found  (rhh).  One  ringed  as  young  near  Burnley, 
Lancashire,  July  1949,  recovered  Holkham  26.6.52  ( British 
Birds). 

117  Quail 

Unusually  abundant  north  Norfolk  in  1953.  Birds  reported 
calling  Cley-Wiveton  area  between  latter  half  of  May  and 
September  5th  (wfb,  prc,  ahd,  mm,  mfmm).  Others  heard  at 
Morston,  Blakeney,  Glandford,  Thornage,  Hempstead,  Hun- 
worth  and  Stody  (hh),  Weybourne  (prc),  Westacre  (hb), 
Binham  (r.  scott  per  eae).  Thornham,  Ringstead  (jsa). 
Brinton,  where  covey  of  7 on  August  15th,  and  Langham 
(rpb-o).  Also  heard  Somerton  and  Waxham  (ab). 

120  Water-Rail* 

Nest  with  9 eggs,  Salthouse  marshes,  April  28th  (jt).  Records 
from  Seamere  (c.  gosling),  Gunton  Lake  (mjs),  Cley,  Ringland 
(btb),  Holme  and  Burnham  Overy  (cbc). 
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Breck  : Nested  at  Didlington  (lw)  ; One  at  Stanford  January 
4th  (jD)-only  winter  record  this  year. 

121  Spotted  Crake 

Single  birds  heard  at  Horsey  June  16th  and  September  27th 
{gc).  Singles  at  Blakeney  July  7th  (hh)  and  Cley  November 
:20th  (mm). 

123/124  Bailion’s  Crake/Little  Crake 

A very  small  crake  disturbed  from  a Wensum  marsh,  Norwich, 
on  December  15th  (etd)  was  evidently  either  Baillon’s  or  Little 
judging  from  the  details  received. 

125  Corncrake 

One  at  Cley  Eye  October  4th  (hh)  . 

126  Moorhen 

During  night  December  7th-8th  many  came  on  board  the 
Newarp  lightship  (some  10  miles  north-east  of  Caister)  and 
several  were  killed  (b.  e.  canham  per  rhh).  One  ringed  as 
full-grown  at  Colchester,  Essex,  on  10.6.52  was  recovered  near 
Attleborough  3.1.53  (British  Birds). 

131  Oystercatcher* 

Breydon  : Several  noted  during  the  summer  but  none  bred 
(rhh).  Blakeney  harbour : Flock  at  peak  (400-500)  early 
September  (hh).  Also  reported  on  north  coast  at  many 
localities  from  Holme  to  Salthouse.  Broads:  11,  Hickling, 
May  22nd  ; 6,  July  6th  (ep).  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm  : 2,  Sept- 
ember 24th.  Snettisham  area  : One  pair  probably  bred.  500 
May  31st  and  probably  many  summered.  Autumn  records 
include  1,100,  July  19th  ; 1,000,  August  9th  ; 2,200  on  23rd  ; 
1,500,  September  3rd  ; 3,400,  October  21st  ; 2,300,  November 
1st  and  4,000,  December  14th.  The  tidal  movements  are  rather 
erratic  ; the  high  tide  roost  is  frequently  off  Wolferton  saltings, 
but  usually  some  birds  (and  at  spring  tides  the  majority)  fly 
north  past  Hunstanton  and  sometimes  as  many  as  1,500  have 
been  seen  on  the  beach  (cbc). 

133  Lapwing* 

Breydon  marshes  : Over  40  Lapwings’  and  Redshanks’  nests 
located.  By  end  of  April  clutches  began  to  disappear  and  in 
many  cases  the  birds  deserted.  This  was  probably  due  to 
lack  of  food  on  the  marshes  as  a result  of  the  great  flood.  Only 
3 young  Lapwing  and  no  young  Redshank  found  (rhh).  West- 
ward passage  noted  on  north  coast  June  21st,  July  21st  and 
26th,  August  13th,  September  20th-22nd  and  October  7th,  8th 
and  18th.  Over  3,000  roosting  near  Salthouse  Heath  December 
8th  (hh).  One  ringed  as  young  Kelling  21.5.52,  recovered  Los 
Barrios  de  Salas  (Leon),  Spain,  8.12.52  (prc). 
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134  Ringed  Plover* 

Birds  in  fair  numbers  on  all  suitable  shingle  beaches,  except 
Waxham-Horsey  area  where  considerable  coast  defence  work 
in  progress  (jfp).  40-50  pairs,  Thornham-Titchwell,  June 
21st  (ejc,  aev)  . Breydon  : None  bred.  Large  numbers  in 
early  autumn  (rhh).  Broads  : Up  to  5 on  several  occasions  at 
Hickling,  April — July  (ep).  One  ringed,  Spurn  Observatory, 
Yorkshire,  1.8.51,  recovered  Sea  Palling  5.4.53  (British  Birds). 
One,  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm,  August  7th  and  13th.  Maximum 
at  Snettisham,  500  in  August-Sept  ember,  but  no  winter  records 
of  more  than  20  (cbc).  Breck  : One  pair  bred  at  Lang  Mere. 
Odd  birds  on  Thorpe  Gt.  Heath,  Santon  and  Lynford  (etd, 
jd,  fjt-p,  aev). 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

Single  birds  Cley,  May  16th  (rar)  and  26th  (pdk,  rar)  and 
September  6th  (ahd).  One,  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm,  August 
13th  (cbc). 

139  Grey  Plover 

Winter  and  passage  records  from  north  coast  (Titchwell- 
Salthouse)  and  Breydon.  Usually  in  small  numbers,  but  1,500 
at  Snettisham  September  22nd  ; some  still  in  breeding  plumage 
(jfp).  60,  Blakeney,  October  16th  (hh)  and  50  between  Burn- 
ham and  Holkham  November  29th  (mjml).  Single  birds  on 
three  dates  in  June  at  Cley. 

140  Golden  Plover 

Small  parties  (usually  under  12)  at  passage  seasons  noted  north 
coast  (Holme-Salthouse),  Waxham,  Horsey  and  Breydon. 
Largest  numbers  : 200,  Ludham,  February  14th  (mjs)  ; 500, 
Swannington,  first  half  April  (rpb-o,  c.  gosling)  ; 150,  Edge- 
field,  November  27th  (rpb-o).  A juvenile  with  large  white 
wing  patches  like  a skua  at  Cley  August  17th  (ahd). 

142  Dotterel 

Horsey  : One,  May  8th  (gc)  ; 2,  August  22nd  (pwpb).  Cley  : 
One  flying  west  August  13th  (co)  ; one,  August  22nd  (ahd)  ; 
several  calling  overhead  after  dark  September  10th  (ahd). 
Salthouse  : A juvenile,  September  26th-27th  (co). 

143  Turnstone 

Breydon  : Small  parties  (20  largest)  in  spring  and  autumn 
(rhh).  Cley-Salthouse  : Spring  passage  May  2nd  to  mid-June 
(peak  of  20  birds  daily  towards  end  of  May).  Autumn  return 
from  July  21st  (co).  Blakeney  harbour  : Birds  present  each 
month  of  year  except  March-April  (hh)  ; 80  there  August  29th 
(pwpb)  and  100,  September  26th  (hh).  Broads  : One  at  Hick- 
ling  May  15th  (ep).  Snettisham : Largest  numbers  500, 
August  22nd  ; 400,  October  18th.  Up  to  180  in  winter  (cbc). 
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145  Common  Snipe* 

Maximum  of  100,  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm,  August  23rd  (cbc). 
Over  50,  Cley  marsh,  September  15th  (wfb).  Probable  influx, 
Morston,  September  26th  (hh).  One  perching  on  telegraph 
wires,  Cley,  May  26th  (ai). 

146  Great  Snipe 

Single  birds  Salthouse  Heath  March  11th  (hh)  and  Brancaster 
Staithe  October  18th  (vp).  Supporting  notes  received.  [One, 
probably  this  species,  flushed  from  a dry  upland  field  at  Salt- 
house  October  6th  (rar)JBB 

147  Jack  Snipe 

Records  of  ones  and  twos  from  Cley,  Blakeney,  Breydon, 
Horsey  and  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm.  Noted  up  to  March  16th 
and  from  September  8th. 

148  Woodcock* 

At  least  one  pair  nested  Ringland  (btb).  Birds  reported 
roding  at  Hoveton  St.  John  (jfp),  Gresham’s  School  woods, 
Kelling,  Weybourne  and  Stody  (rpb-o).  Recorded  from 
Southery  Fen,  Cley,  Tacolneston,  Horsey  and  Cromer,  October 
20th-November  28th  (7  observers).  Breck  : Breeds  commonly 
but  “ outskirt  ” localities  are  Black  Dyke  Farm,  Feltwell  (one 
pair)  and  West  Acre  Abbey  Estate  (several  pairs)  (hb,  aev). 

150  Curlew 

Reported  at  all  seasons  from  Breydon,  Brancaster  and 
Blakeney  harbours,  and  on  the  Ouse  (Welney-Denver)  Washes. 
Cley  : Large  westerly  passage  first  week  August,  in  flocks  up  to 
100  strong  (co).  Wash  : Wolferton  high  tide  roost  : 3,000, 
February  6th,  July  2nd  and  19th  ; 4,000,  August  22nd-23rd  ; 
2-3,000  frequently  mid-September  to  end  of  year  (cbc).  A pair 
bred  Roy  don  Common  1952  and  reared  2 young.  A pair  present 
1953  but  no  proof  of  nesting  (mlk).  One,  Thorpe  Gt.  Heath, 
April  6th  (jd).  Frequent  in  Southery  Fen  from  early  August 
onwards  (per  aev). 

151  Whimbrel 

Breydon  : First  spring  arrivals  April  21st  ; 72  on  May  10th. 
Return  passage  from  July  5th  (rhh).  Broads : Noted  at 
Horsey  April  21st,  May  1st  and  9th  (gc).  Hickling,  May  11th- 
12th  (ep).  Cley/Salthouse  : Spring  passage  throughout  May 
until  early  June  with  up  to  4 most  days.  Autumn  movement 
from  July  20th  ; most  during  August  with  flocks  totalling  105 
birds  on  1st  (co).  Blakeney  harbour  : Small  parties  (up  to  35) 
from  April  28th-May  18th,  and  July  20th-October  16th.  Odd 
birds  in  June  and  4 July  4th  (hh).  Holkham  : Many  passing 
all  day,  August  3rd  (jsa).  Wash:  Maximum  of  40,  Wolferton, 
August  23rd  (cbc). 
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154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

Cley-Salthouse  : Ones  and  twos  on  several  dates  from  first 
week  March  to  May  19th.  One  June  17th- 19th  and  singles 
from  August  lst-20th ; also  5 on  August  9th  (wfb,  co). 
Blakeney  : 3,  September  1st  (mm)  ; 2 on  4th  and  one  on  8th 
(hh).  Broads  : Single  birds  at  Hickling  April  11th,  25th,  May 
1st,  12th  (ep).  Breydon  : 7,  May  4th,  one,  August  23rd  (rhh). 
One  near  Yarmouth  September  6th  (gmse).  Snettisham  : 2, 
September  23rd  (jfp). 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

Breydon  : Small  numbers  in  May  ; few  during  autumn  (rhh). 
Broads  : Small  parties  Horsey  May  7th  and  9th  (gc)  . Hickling  : 
May  4th  and  13th  (ep).  Cley-Salthouse  : Spring  passage  of 
single  birds  from  third  week  April.  Steady  trickle  westwards 
second  and  third  weeks  May.  Autumn  movements  from  July 
26th.  Large  westward  passage  August  26th-September  6th 
(including  52  August  28th  (wfb)  and  140  in  4 flocks,  August 
30th  (pwpb))  and  again  September  19th-22nd  (co).  Blakeney  : 
27,  April  4th  (ag).  Recorded  throughout  May  (maximum  28 
on  17th  (hh)).  First  autumn  birds  August  23rd.  Odd  records 
from  Brancaster  and  Holme  (cbc).  Wash  : Snettisham  area, 
700-1,100  frequently,  September  22nd  to  end  of  year,  normally 
collecting  off  Heacham  and  Snettisham  as  tide  rose,  and  flying 
south  to  roost  off  Wolferton  saltings.  At  least  1,000  at  low  tide 
May  31st,  but  no  real  evidence  of  summering  and  very  few  until 
mid-September  (cbc).  Fens  : One,  Denver  Washes,  January 
18th  (cbc). 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

Spring  passage:  Very  scarce  at  Cley  in  1953.  First  April  14th, 
2-3  on  17th  and  single  birds  occasionally  during  third  week. 

1- 2  May  9th  (wfb,  co).  Single  birds  at  Hickling  April  25th 
(ep),  Waxham,  April  23rd  (dg)  and  Rockland  Broad  May  10th 
(mjs).  Autumn  passage  from  June  24th  until  end  September. 
Many  single  birds  and  parties  up  to  20  recorded  from  north 
coast  (Titchwell-Salthouse),  Breydon,  Cantley  reservoir,  Whit- 
lingham  and  Wisbech  Sewage  Farms,  Dillington  Lake  and  Ring 
Mere.  One  at  Glandford  Mill,  January  14th  (hh)  is  only  winter 
report. 

157  Wood-Sandpiper 

Cley-Salthouse  : Single  birds  April  26th-28th  and  May  1st. 

2- 3  most  days  to  May  28th  with  6-7  on  25th.  Singles  almost 
daily  until  June  7th.  Autumn  records  July  27th-September 
7th  (maximum,  8)  (wfb,  ahd,  mm,  co).  Blakeney-Stiffkey 
marshes:  One,  ^September  3rd-5th  (hh).  Hickling:  Singles, 
April  28th,  May  1 1th,  13th  (ep),  23rd  (mjs).  Cantley  reservoir  : 
One,  August  13th-14th  (pwpb).  Whitlingham  Sewage  Farm  : 
2,  August  12th  ; 4,  14th  ; one,  17th-18th  ; one,  September 
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7th-8th  (mjs).  North  Wootton  : One,  September  3rd  (cbc). 
Wisbech  Sewage  Farm  : One,  July  8th  and  August  13th  ; 6,  on 
23rd,  one  on  26th  and  2 on  30th  ; one,  October  4th  (cbc)  . 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

Spring  passage  of  small  parties  and  single  birds  from  April 
22nd  until  June  14th.  Autumn  movement  from  July  8th  until 
October  1 1th,  with  maximum  of  60,  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm,  July 
26th  (cbc).  Winter  records  : One,  Berney  Arms,  December 
24th  ; 1-2  Breydon,  December  28th  (pwpb). 

161  Redshank* 

Largest  number  reported : 2,000,  Snettisham,  September 
22nd  (jfp)  . Breydon  : See  under  Lapwing.  Breck  : One  pair 
bred  Ring  Mere  ; also  seen  at  Fowl  Mere  (ges,  aev). 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

Cley-Salthouse  : One  wintered  1952-3.  Single  birds  (possibly 
wintering  one)  seen  three  days  in  first  week  March  and  three 
days  last  week  March.  Maximum  of  2 on  six  days  throughout 
April.  1-5  on  many  occasions  between  August  3rd  and  October 
23rd  (wfb,  co).  Morston  : One,  June  7th.  1-4  on  several  dates 
August  23rd-October  18th  (hh).  Wash  : North  Wootton- 
Snettisham.  Several  August-September  records  (cbc).  Brey- 
don : One,  May  8th  (rhh)  and  one,  August  17th  (pwpb). 
Blakeney  Point  : One,  August  29th-30th  (pwpb).  Wisbech 
Sewage  Farm  : One,  August  23rd  and  26th  (cbc). 

165  Greenshank 

1-7  reported  from  Whitlingham  and  Wisbech  Sewage  Farms, 
Snettisham,  north  coast  (Holme-Salthouse),  Hickling  Broad, 
Breydon.  Noted  from  mid- April  to  mid-October.  One  Cley 
March  6th  (co)  and  one  Blakeney  December  23rd  (pgrb). 

169  Knot 

Records  from  Burnham  and  Blakeney  harbours,  Cley,  Salt- 
house  and  Breydon.  Snettisham  area,  largest  numbers  : 10- 
12,000,  February  6th  and  from  November  22nd  onwards.  Early 
autumn  figures  include  1,000,  July  2nd  ; 2,000,  August  22nd- 
23rd  and  4,000,  September  23rd  ; thence  fewer  until  main 
arrival  late  November  (cbc). 

170  Purple  Sandpiper 

Cley-Salthouse  : Single  birds  on  four  days,  first  half  April  ; 
April  19th  ; May  30th- June  5th  (ringed  on  5th)  ; November 
22nd-December  6th  (wfb,  co).  Blakeney  harbour  : 2,  August 
20th  ; singles  August  23rd-29th  ; October  1st ; November  12th 
and  December  24th  (hh). 

171  Little  Stint 

Cley-Salthouse  : One  wintered  1952-3.  One  on  five  days, 
second  and  third  weeks  May.  One,  June  3rd,  5th-7th  and  July 
16th.  Autumn  passage  August  20th-October  13th  during  which 
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period  1-9  birds  noted  (wfb,  co).  One,  Scolt  Head,  September 
20th  (rc).  One,  Thornham,  July  19th  (jfp).  Blakeney  : 1-3 
between  August  20th  and  September  10th  (hh).  Snettisham  : 
One,  September  17th  (cbc).  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm  : One, 
August  23rd  ; 5,  September  30th  ; 3,  October  4th  (cbc). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

Cley  : One,  May  20th-22nd  (co).  One,  September  13th 
(wfb,  ahd). 

178  Dunlin 

Coastal  records  throughout  year.  First  juvenile  at  Cley  July 
12th.  1-4,  Hickling  Broad  and  Whitlingham  Sewage  Farm,  at 

passage  periods  (ep,  mjs).  Maximum  of  35,  Wisbech  Sewage 
Farm,  August  7th  (cbc).  One  at  Ring  Mere  March  22nd  (jd). 
One  ringed  near  Stavanger,  Norway,  as  migrant  27.9.52,  shot  at 
Breydon  2.11.53  (hd). 

179  Curlew-Sandpiper 

Cley-Salthouse  : One  in  red  plumage  May  25th  ; 2,  June 
14th.  Autumn  passage  from  August  22nd  (when  35  juveniles 
arrived)  until  October  13th.  Blakeney  : Up  to  8 from  August 
20th  until  October  12th  (pwpb,  hh,  mjs).  Scolt  Head  : One, 
August  30th  (rc)  ; 3,  September  6th  (mjs).  Breydon  : One, 
August  17th  (pwpb).  Whitlingham  Sewage  Farm  : 2,  Septem- 
ber 1st  ; one,  3rd-7th  (mjs).  2,  South  Lynn,  August  26th. 
Wash  maximum,  50,  Lynn  Point,  September  3rd  and  30,  Snettis- 
ham, September  23rd  (cbc).  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm  : Up  to  10 
between  September  8th  and  November  1st  (cbg). 

180  Semi-palmated  Sandpiper 

One  at  Cley,  July  19th-24th  (wfb,  prc,  ahd,  pdk,  rar  and 
several  other  observers).  A series  of  photographs — both  cine 
and  still — was  obtained  by  rpb-o.  See  British  Birds  XLVII, 
page  131,  for  detailed  plumage  description. 

181  Sanderling 

Reported  in  small  numbers  (maximum  50)  from  a number 
of  coastal  localities.  Spring  passage  May  llth-June  10th. 
Autumn  records  from  July  18th.  Wash  : Largest  numbers 
Snettisham-Heacham  : 750,  May  31st  ; 300,  July  19th  ; 1,200, 
August  22nd  (cbc). 

184  Ruff 

Cley-Salthouse  : One,  February  28th.  1-7  occasionally 

during  March-April  with  6 on  April  23rd.  1-2,  May  13th  ; one, 
24th.  Return  passage  July  26th-October  3rd  during  which 
period  1-11  noted  (wfb,  co).  Blakeney:  3,  September  1st 
(mjs)  ; singles  September  10th,  11th  and  October  10th  (hh). 
Hickling  : 1-3  between  April  14th  and  25th.  One,  May  25th  ; 
4,  July  20th  ; one,  August  17th  (gb,  ep).  Breydon  : Except- 
ional numbers.  42,  August  22nd  and  from  then  until  September 
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26th  parties  of  1 1-30  frequently  noted.  17  on  a Bure  rond  near 
Five  Mile  House  first  week  September  (rhh).  Scolt  Head  : 6, 
September  24th-25th  (rc).  Cantley  : One,  August  13th-14th 
(pwpb)  . Whitlingham  Sewage  Farm  : Noted  from  August  22nd 
to  September  16th  (maximum  14)  (mjs).  Wash  : Lynn  Point, 
4,  September  3rd  (cbc).  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm  : 1-4,  July 
8th,  August  2nd,  7th  and  13th  ; 44,  August  23rd,  70  on  30th  ; 
66,  September  6th,  80  on  8th  and  25  on  13th  ; 30-40,  between 
September  25th  and  October  18th  ; 4,  November  1st  (cbc). 

185  Avoeet 

Cley  : One  May  19th  ; one  May  25th-27th  ; and  4,  June  6th 
(wfb,  co).  Breydon  : 3 on  a flooded  marsh  near  Burgh  Castle 
May  6th-13th.  One,  Duffel’s  Rond,  May  16th  (rhh). 

187  Grey  Phalarope 

During  November  an  immature  at  Salthouse,  6th-8th  (bpp, 
wfb)  ; one  at  Blakeney  next  day  (hh)  ; one  at  Binham,  14th- 
17th  (rpb-o)  and  an  adult  at  Blakeney,  29th  (jj). 

188  Red-necked  Phalarope 

A juvenile,  Cley,  September  22nd  (co).  One  at  Salthouse 
October  9th  (rpb-o). 

189  Stone-Curlew* 

North  Norfolk  : Pairs  located  in  Glaven  valley  (hh),  Kelling 
and  Salthouse  Heaths  (wfb,  gt).  A fully-feathered  juvenile 
picked  up  (as  it  crouched  in  beam  of  car  headlamps)  and  ringed 
on  September  11th,  Cley  (wfb,  rar).  Breydon:  One,  July 
15th  (rhh).  Also  records  from  Ringland  (per  rfb),  Roydon 
(mlk)  and  Honingham  (btb). 

193  Arctic  Skua 

Blakeney  Point-Salthouse  : First  August  2nd.  Main  passage 
from  mid- August  to  mid-October  with  up  to  12  birds  a day. 
Others  noted  first  half  September  off  Scolt  Head,  Mundesley, 
Waxham  and  Yarmouth  (many  observers).  2,  North  Wootton, 
flying  south,  September  3rd  (cbc). 

194  Great  Skua 

Single  birds  at  Scolt  Head  August  30th  (rc)  , Cley  September 
8th,  Blakeney  Point  on  8th  (rafc),  9th,  15th  (hh),  22nd  (prc), 
and  26th  (hh). 

195  Pomatorhine  Skua 

A juvenile  flying  west  at  Cley  August  26th.  At  first  glance 
mistaken  for  very  dark  juvenile  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  being 
similar  in  size  and  flight.  As  it  flew  directly  overhead  the 
following  details  were  noted  : Skua  bill,  underparts  and  under 
wing-coverts  heavily  barred  dark  and  light  (transversely)  and 
tail  shape  (tip  a shallow  triangle  with  no  feathers  projecting). 
This  specimen  showed  very  little  white  at  base  of  primaries. 


NORFOLK  BIRD  REPORT  FOR  1953 


31 


Flight  leisurely  and  gull-like,  quite  different  from  wing  action 
of  Arctic  Skua  (pro,  mg,  rar). 

One  off  Yarmouth  September  9th  (gmse)  was  visible  at  the 
same  time  as  an  adult  Arctic  Skua.  Supporting  details  have 
been  received. 

196  Long-tailed  Skua 

A light  phase  adult,  Blakeney  Point,  August  23rd.  Little 
larger  than  Sandwich  terns  it  was  harrying  (wba,  mm).  One 
following  4 Arctic  Skuas  off  Cley  September  13th.  Noticeably 
small  and  lightly  built.  Cheeks  tinged  yellow  ; very  clear-cut 
black  cap  against  white  collar.  Rest  of  upperparts  appeared 
greyish-black  with  no  paler  wing  patches  (hpm). 

198  Greater  Black-backed  Gull 

During  trip  off  Norfolk  coast  August  18th-20th,  found  at  all 
distances  from  shore,  but  concentrations  near  coast  between 
Cromer  and  Yarmouth,  with  largest  numbers  in  Yarmouth 
Roads  and  at  Smith’s  Knoll  (pwpb).  A juvenile  ringed  at  Rott, 
Southern  Norway,  15.6.52  was  found  dead  at  Breydon  18.10.53 
(hd).  Breck.  1952-3  winter  : About  80  (February  7th-jD) 
was  maximum  number  roosting  at  Mickle  Mere.  1953-4  winter 
numbers  much  higher  (100  in  Wretham-Stanford  area  during 
day  on  December  27th)  and  on  January  10th,  1954,  100  roosting 
on  the  ice  at  Fowl  Mere  and  400  at  Mickle  Mere,  over  75  per 
cent  adults.  Numbers  roosting  at  the  meres  fluctuate  con- 
siderably from  day  to  day.  They  feed  on  the  heaths  over  a 
wide  area,  returning  to  the  meres  to  roost,  but  in  Narford 
area  they  normally  pass  on  north-west  to  roost  on  the  Wash 
(AEV). 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

During  trip  off  Norfolk  coast  August  18th-20th  one  8 miles 
north-east  of  Palling  and  a surprising  concentration  at  Smith’s 
Knoll.  Here,  on  August  20th,  about  200  gulls,  vast  majority 
considered  to  be  Scandinavian  form  Larus  f.  fuscus  (pwpb).  On 
voyage  from  Yarmouth  to  Happisburgh  hghtship  number  pre- 
sent, but  not  more  than  100.  Beyond  Happisburgh,  much 
smaller  numbers  (jfp).  Several  records  of  small  numbers  on 
passage.  First  spring  birds  March  29th  (m  js) . Winter  records  : 
15,  Burnham,  and  one  Wells,  November  29th  (gmse,  df.  chr). 
2 off  Holme  December  28th  ; 30  off  Cley  next  day  (ictn)  . 

200  Herring-Gull 

Breck  : 300-500  roosting  on  Mickle  Mere  January  4th  (jd). 
Status  is  similar  to  that  described  under  No.  198.  Off  Norfolk 
coast  August  18th-20th  occurred  mostly  less  than  5 miles  from 
shore,  but  a few  were  more  than  20  miles  out  at  Smith’s  Knoll 
(pwpb).  Over  80  per  cent  of  late  May-July  Wash  gull  records 
are  of  this  species,  with  maximum  of  1,600  at  Snettisham  May 
31st  (cbc). 
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201  Common  Gull 

Noticeable  westerly  movement  of  adults,  Cley,  August  4th- 
7th  (co).  Only  4 seen  from  vessel  off  Norfolk  coast  August 
18th-20th,  of  which  2 were  at  Smith’s  Knoll  (pwpb). 

202  Glaucous  Gull 

Single  immatures  at  Cley  January  25th,  March  14th  and  15th 
(jsa,  co).  Cromer,  April  14th  (rafc)  and  Blakeney,  November 
20th  and  December  17th  (hh). 

203  Iceland  Gull 

One  (first  winter),  Cromer,  January  22nd-23rd.  One  (prob- 
ably second  winter) , Weybourne,  February  21st  (prc)  . Shering- 
ham  : One  (probably  first  winter)  November  19th-December 
2nd.  Another  there  (probably  second  winter)  December  16th 
to  end  of  year  was  photographed  by  prc  (prc,  rar).  One, 
nearly  adult,  at  Blakeney  December  17th  (hh).  Supporting: 
details  of  these  birds  received. 

205  Mediterranean  Black-headed  Gull 

The  adult  first  noted  at  Sheringham  on  November  19th, 
1952,  remained  until  January  25th.  See  British  Birds  XLVI  : 
216-8  for  full  description  and  illustrations  (prc  and  many  other 
observers).  An  adult  losing  black  hood  flying  west  over  Cley 
marshes,  July  26th.  Uniform  pearly  grey  wings  noted,  in 
addition  to  slightly  larger  size  compared  with  accompanying 
Black-headed  Gulls  (prc,  pdk,  rar).  One  adult,  Sheringham, 
December  7th.  In  similar  plumage  to  last  winter’s  bird.  Seen 
on  several  occasions  up  to  end  of  year  (prc  and  other  observers) . 

207  Little  Gull 

Cley-Salthouse  : Single  birds  January  6th  ; June  4th  and 
19th  ; August  13th  (very  young  bird),  15th  and  30th  ; Septem- 
ber 8th,  11th,  17th  and  27th;  October  3rd  (wfb,  co).  2, 
September  7th  (wfb).  12  immatures  and  one  adult  flying  east 
October  14th  (fj).  2,  Hickling,  September  18th  (ep).  Blakeney: 
Single  birds  February  12th  ; June  4th  ; August  29th  ; Septem- 
ber 7th-10th  ; December  17th  ; also  3 November  9th  (hh). 
Burnham  harbour  : One,  November  29th  (gmse,  df,  mjml). 
Yarmouth  : One,  September  8th  (gmse). 

208  Black-headed  Gull 

370  pairs  bred  Wissington  Beet  Factory.  One  pair  bred 
Denver  Washes  (cbc).  Over  500  pairs  nested  at  Alderfen 
Broad  ; perhaps  1,200  nests,  Scoulton  Mere  (per  eae).  About 
120  birds,  28  nests  (6  occupied),  Cantley  reservoir  June  2nd 
(pwpb).  Apart  from  some  in  Yarmouth  Roads  only  single 
birds  seen  from  vessel  off  Norfolk  coast  August  18th-20th 
(pwpb).  Breck : Small,  spasmodic  winter  roosts  at  Mickle 
Mere  or  Thompson  Water  (jd,  aev).  A first  winter  bird  ringed 
near  Copenhagen  2.3.50  recovered  at  Yarmouth  29.1.53  (per 

MJS). 
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209  Sabine’s  Gull 

One,  flying  west  along  Cley  beach  December  27th.  Size 
between  Little  and  Black-headed  Gulls  ; bill  black  with  yellow- 
ish tip  ; head  strongly  mottled  grey  with  distinct  narrow  black 
collar  encircling  neck.  Only  seen  from  below  so  wing  pattern 
not  noted  nor  shape  of  tail  (pj).  One  seen  in  bad  light,  Stiffkey 
Freshes,  December  29th.  Small  size  ; pure  white  forked  tail ; 
very  dark  primaries  (hh)]. 

211  Kittiwake 

Cley-Salthouse  : Winter,  many  passing  along  coast  during 
strong  onshore  winds.  A few  reported  March- July  inclusive 
(co).  Over  50  passing  west  December  29th  (ictn).  Other' 
reports  from  Blakeney,  Sheringham,  Winterton  and  California. 
Over  100,  Scroby  Sands,  July  19th  (rhh).  Not  seen  inshore 
August  18th-20th,  but  6 at  Smith’s  Knoll  (24  miles  east  of 
Yarmouth)  and  2 some  15  miles  N.N.W.  of  Cromer  (pwpb). 

212  Black  Tern 

Very  few  in  the  spring.  Cley  : 3,  May  13th  ; singles  May 
15th,  16th  and  25th.  Also  one  July  6th  (wfb,  co).  Hickling  : 
One,  May  12th  ; 4 May  19th  (ep).  Horsey  : One,  May  16th 
(gc).  Autumn  passage  : Single  birds  and  parties  up  to  5 at 
Blakeney  and  Cley  between  August  12th  and  October  2nd- 
including  3 very  young  birds  at  Cley  August  12th-(wFB,  hh,  co). 
One,  Scroby  Sands,  July  19th  (rhfi).  3,  Rockland  Broad, 
August  18th  (eae).  One  flying  south-west  about  21  miles  east 
of  Caister  August  20th  (pwpb).  One,  Hickling,  September  19th 
(mjs).  One,  Weybourne,  September  29th  (prc). 

213  White-winged  Black  Tern 

An  adult  in  breeding  plumage,  Cley,  June  13th  (la).  Des- 
cribed as  a small  tern  with  jet  black  head  and  body,  black  under 
wing-coverts  and  white  square-ended  tail.  Sketch  supplied. 

217/8  Common/Arctic  Tern* 

First,  Cley,  April  24th  (co).  Common  Tern  breeding  records  : 
Ranworth  Inner  Broad:  7 pairs  on  derelict  wherries  (mjs). 
Thornham-Titchwell  : 10  pairs.  Snettisham  gravel  pits  : 30-40 
pairs  (cbc)  . Most  seen  August  18th-20th  were  within  15  miles 
of  Norfolk  coast  (pwpb).  Large  movement  off  Yarmouth 
September  5th-12th  (gmse).  A late  bird,  Scolt  Head,  October 
23rd-27th  (rc).  One  Common  ringed  Blakeney  Point  12.7.47 
recovered  23.4.51  at  Cayeux  (Somme)  France  (ph). 

219  Roseate  Tern* 

An  adult,  Salthouse  Broads,  August  4th  (prc,  pdk).  One, 
Blakeney  harbour,  August  25th  (hh). 

222  Little  Tern* 

First  record,  Cley,  April  22nd  where  steady  increase  until 
breeding  strength  of  about  12  pairs  by  May  12th  (co).  No  sign 
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of  breeding  colony  at  Horsey  (probably  as  a result  of  coast 
defence  work — JFP).  55  pairs  nested  Thornham-Titchwell 
area,  an  increase  (ejc,  aev).  Snettisham  beach  : About 
10  pairs  nested  (cbc).  Last  record,  Blakeney,  September  11th 

(HH). 

223  Sandwich  Tern* 

Cley  : First  March  31st,  numbers  increasing  to  about  200  by 
April  7th.  400  daily  during  third  week  of  April ; rapid  decrease 
to  30  on  April  29th.  Increase  to  250  May  1st  and  2nd,  but 
numbers  dropped  again  by  5th  and  averaged  10  daily  during 
May  (probably  Blakeney  and  Scolt  breeders  passing  to  and 
fro’)  (wfb,  co).  Passage  birds  at  Horsey  Mere  May  14th  (gc), 
and  off  coast  during  August  and  September.  A few  off  Scolt 
Head  October  1st  (rp)  and  one  at  Blakeney  on  18th  (hh). 
Wash  : 4 flying  south,  Snettisham,  September  20th  (cbc). 

224  Razorbill 

A number  of  inshore  records,  mostly  autumn  and  winter. 
Parents  with  chicks  off  Cley  from  mid- July  (co).  Between 
August  18th-20th  during  sea  trip  off  Norfolk  coast,  confined 
to  sea  near  Yarmouth.  Great  concentration  2-3  miles  off 
coast  between  Caister  and  Winterton.  In  about  equal  num- 
bers with  Guillemot  here.  Few  near  Corton  light  vessel 
(up  to  eight  miles  off-shore)  and  2 in  Smith’s  Knoll  area  about 
23  miles  out.  Many  Razorbills  and  Guillemots  were  in  pairs- 
one  adult  and  one  juvenile  (pwpb). 

226  Little  Auk 

Single  birds  found  dead  at  Hoe,  February  13th  (identified  at 
Norwich  Castle  Museum-EAE)  ; and  Scolt  February  16th  (rc). 
One  flying  west,  Cley,  November  22nd  (prc).  One  at  Gissing, 
near  Diss,  December  1st  (r.  r.  scott  per  mjs). 

227  Guillemot 

Coastal  records  of  odd  birds  (often  oiled)  for  most  of  year  but 
especially  winter.  Where  racial  separation  has  been  possible 
most  of  the  Cley  birds,  at  least,  have  been  of  the  northern  form 
(Uria  a.  aalge)  (rar).  Between  August  18th- 20th  numerous  off 
Caister  to  Winterton  ; also  almost  as  common  much  further  out 
(where  very  few  Razorbills)  as  far  as  Smith’s  Knoll.  However, 
very  few  seen  at  any  distance  from  land  north  of  the  latitude  of 
Winterton  (pwpb). 

230  Puffin 

3 found  dead  on  tideline  Cley-Blakeney,  March  3rd-5th  (gt). 
2,  Scolt  Head,  September  26th  (rc)  and  2,  Blakeney  harbour, 
same  day  (hh,  rp).  One,  long  dead,  Snettisham  October  18th 
(cbc).  One  at  Cley  December  27th  (prc,  pdk). 

234  Wood-Pigeon 

Gayton  : Flock  estimated  at  10,000  in  early  March  (jsa). 


Black-bellied  Dipper  r.  p.  Bagnall-Oakeley 
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235  Turtle-Dove 

First,  High  Kelling,  April  17th  (gresham’s).  Main  arrival 
April  26th-May  5th.  One  ringed  as  a juvenile  at  Cley  1.10.53 
(which  is  latest  date  for  year)  shot  near  Quimper,  Finistere, 
N.  France,  three  days  later  (rar). 

237  Cuckoo* 

First,  Hickling,  April  12th  (ep).  Further  arrivals  17th-21st. 
One,  Blakeney  Point  on  24th  (jb).  Few,  if  any,  nestlings 
reared  in  Cley  area  owing  to  cold,  wet  weather  (co).  Last 
adult  August  30th  (pdk)  ; last  juvenile  September  8th  (hh). 

241  Barn-Owl 

No  nests  Breydon  area,  probably  due  to  lack  of  food  after 
the  flood  (rhh). 

246  Little  Owl 

One  ringed  as  a fledgling  at  Weybourne,  2.7.52,  shot  Kelling 
end  November  1953  (prc). 

247  Tawny  Owl 

Nest  found  on  the  ground  in  a conifer  plantation  near  Salt- 
house  Heath  (rpb-o). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

Breeding  records  from  Hickling  (ep)  and  Salthouse  Heath 
(mfmm)  . 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

Seen  up  to  April  18th  and  from  August  1st  in  Salthouse-Cley— 
Blakeney  area,  Breydon  and  lower  Bure  marshes,  Hickling— 
Horsey,  and  Gun  Hill-Holkham  areas.  No  breeding  records. 
One  flying  south-west  about  20  miles  offshore  from  Weybourne 
September  15th  (jfp).  November  29th  : 9 together,  Salthouse  ; 
several  between  Gun  Hill  and  Holkham  and  6 came  in  from  sea 
at  Cley  (several  observers). 

[250  Tengmalm’s  Owl 

One  at  Surlingham  October  18th  first  attracted  attention  by 
its  oft-repeated  Hoopoe-like  calls.  Seen  clearly  enough  to 
distinguish  as  a small  owl  as  it  left  an  oak  tree  (eae,  r.  sewell)]. 

252  Nightjar 

First  noted  May  15th,  Salthouse  Heath,  where  about  3 pairs 
nested  (prc).  One  in  a village  garden,  Cley,  May  20th  (rh-c). 
Recorded  at  Thorpe  (mjs)  and  Sprowston  (jfp).  Last  Breck 
record  August  30th  (ges). 

255  Swift 

First,  Sheringham,  April  17th  (prc)  ; main  arrival  April  29th- 
May  3rd.  On  June  6th  considerable  passage  through  Brecks. 
Several  hundreds  spent  the  afternoon  taking  insects  over 
Fowl  Mere.  At  times  the  birds  appeared  to  collide  in  mid-air 
and  when  the  passage  had  ceased  in  the  early  evening  4 were 
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found  dead  having  struck  the  overhanging  branches  of  the 
trees  which  encircle  the  mere.  June  21st  : Total  of  250-300 
passing  west,  Thornham-Titchwell  (ejc,  aev)  and  48  passing 
south  at  Horsey  (btb).  Immense  westerly  passage,  July  19th, 
Cley  (5-6,000  birds).  Also  witnessed  Norwich  same  day  by 
pdk.  Observations  on  the  north-east  coast  of  Norfolk  in 
August  show  that  small  numbers  (up  to  4 per  hour  along  one 
spot)  arrive  from  overseas  during  the  month.  Some  fly 
straight  inland  ; others  follow  the  coast  to  the  south-east  and 
south.  As  confirmation  of  these  observations,  on  August  20th, 
from  T.H.V.  Triton,  birds  were  noted  flying  south-west  against 
strong  winds  off  Winterton  and  Yarmouth.  (Compare  with 
Hirundines  which  apparently  do  not  arrive  from  overseas  in 
August-PWPB) . Several  September  records  and  last  recorded 
October  6th  (wfb).  Cromer,  July  18th-31st  : about  20 
resident  birds  seen  to  settle  on  the  masonry  of  the  Parish 
Church  at  dusk.  On  evening  of  26th,  some  200  (probably 
migrants)  circled  tower.  Watched  until  dark  when  birds 
settled  on  floodlit  stonework  to  roost.  Next  day  only  small 
numbers  present  (ae).  One  roosting  in  a tree  at  Cromer  July 
26th  (rafc). 

258  Kingfisher 

Up  to  11  in  a single  day  in  early  January,  Salthouse-Cley 
(rpb-o). 

261  Hoopoe 

Single  birds  in  April  at  Gunton  Park,  on  11th  (eae)  ; Cromer, 
13th  (rafc)  ; Great  Witchingham  Park,  16th  (eqb)  ; South- 
repps,  22nd  ( Eastern  Daily  Press)  ; near  Fakenham  29th 
(j.  Johnson  per  wfb)  ; Waxham  May  2nd-3rd  (per  mjs)  ; 
Ditchingham,  July  6th  (per  mjs)  ; Emneth  near  Wisbech, 
September  2nd  (cbc). 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

Up  to  5 together  Blakeney  marshes,  September-October. 
One,  Blakeney  Point,  February  8th  and  5 there  November  20th 

(WEHF,  HH). 

263  Greater  Spotted  Woodpecker 

One,  Blakeney  Point,  September  10th  (co). 

265  Wryneck 

One,  Blakeney  Point,  September  16th  and  for  several  days 
afterwards  (co).  No  breeding  records. 

271  Wood-Lark 

North  Norfolk.  Few  pairs,  Salthouse  Heath  (hh).  3 in  a 

nearby  stubble  field  December  22nd  (mfmm)  is  only  mid- win  ter 
report.  Common  in  Breck,  February-October  (per  aev). 
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272  Skylark* 

Large  westerly  passage,  Cley,  October  7th-8th,  and  18th 
(co).  Heard  over  Norwich  at  night  October  8th,  29th  (mjs). 
One  ringed  at  Cley  as  full-grown,  31.8.51,  recovered  near  Creon 
(Gironde),  France,  15.3.53  (rar). 

273  Shore-Lark 

Cley  : None  apparently  wintered  1952-3.  First  spring  birds, 
12  in  number,  March  7th  ; 10-12,  March  22nd-April  21st ; 5-8, 
April  22nd-30th  ; 4,  May  lst-3rd.  In  autumn,  single  birds 
October  11th,  17th-18th  ; November  3rd,  15th  and  December 
27th.  5,  November  23rd  (wfb,  co).  Blakenev  Point  to  Cley  : 

About  40,  January  28th  and  April  24th.  First  autumn  birds 
October  6th  (hh).  6,  October  18th  (whd).  20-30  December 

20th  onwards  (several  observers).  Scolt  Head  : 5,  February 
8th  and  2 on  12th  (rc). 

274  Swallow 

First,  Cley,  April  1st.  Marked  westerly  passage  April  11th. 
Main  passage  April  21st  to  third  week  May.  Peak  movement 
April  28th  (co).  Few  at  Cley  first  week  of  November  (bpp) 
and  2,  November  11th  (wfb).  Singles  at  Yarmouth  November 
23rd  (ll)  ; West  Somerton,  December  13th  ( Eastern  Daily 
Press)  ; Thornham,  several  days  over  Christmas  (per  aev). 
An  albino  at  Hickling  August  20th-23rd  (ep).  One  at  Cley 
September  13th  appeared  uniform  cream,  with  darker  biscuit 
shading  on  breast  (mjs).  An  attempt  was  made  during 
August  to  clarify  the  situation  on  the  north-east  coast  of  Norfolk 
where  large-scale  hirundine  movements  had  been  noted  in 
August  1951-2.  The  Palling-Horsey  areas  were  frequently 
visited  and  a passage  of  Swallows,  Sand-Martins  and  some 
House-Martins  to  the  north-west  along  the  sandhills  was 
observed  daily  in  the  early  morning.  Most  were  Sand-Martins 
and  the  daily  total  of  all  species  amounted  to  500-1,000  birds. 
Frequently  smaller  numbers  (mostly  Swallows,  up  to  200  in  one 
day)  were  noticed  passing  south.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
these  birds  are  overseas  arrivals  but  when  pwpb  passed  the 
stretch  of  coast  four  times  2-10  miles  off-shore  on  T.H.V. 
Triton  between  August  18th-20th  none  were  seen.  Moreover, 
rdg  noted  a heavy  movement  to  the  north-west  August  19th 
as  the  vessel  was  steaming  past  two  miles  out.  This  suggests 
that  these  August  movements  are  not  caused  by  migrants  from 
the  Continent  and  this  view  is  supported  by  the  fact  that 
during  27  hours’  sea-watching  between  Cromer  and  Hemsby  in 
August  1951  the  only  hirundines  seen  to  arrive  were  2 Sand- 
Martins.  It  is  now  thought  that  the  August  coasting  move- 
ments may  be  caused  by  birds  dispersing  from  Broadland  roosts 
near  the  coast.  At  Hickling  September  4th  there  were  perhaps 
5-7,000  hirundines  (mainly  Swallows  and  Sand-Martins  with  a 
few  House-Martins)  collecting  to  roost  (pwpb,  r.  d.  gray,  jfp). 
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276  House-Martin* 

First,  at  Sheringham,  April  3rd.  Main  arrival  April  14th- 
19th.  Westerly  spring  passage  almost  identical  with  Swallow 
at  Cley  but  smaller  numbers  (co).  2 pairs  still  feeding  young 

in  nests,  Blakeney,  October  10th  (hh).  Late  birds  at  Holme 
November  15th  (aev)  ; Cromer,  21st-22nd  (rpb-o,  rafc)  ; 
Sheringham,  22nd-28th  (pro)  ; and  Blakeney,  December  3rd 
(rar).  At  Wiveton,  in  September,  a “widower”  House- 
Sparrow  whose  nestlings  had  been  drowned  in  a water-butt, 
regularly  fed  a brood  of  young  House-Martins  with  the  apparent 
approval  of  their  parents.  The  brood  was  safely  fledged  (mrs. 
j.  harrison  per  rar). 

277  Sand-Martin 

First,  Didlington,  Ring  Mere  and  Lang  Mere,  March  29th 
(jd,  aev).  General  arrival  April  3rd-13th.  At  Cley,  westerly 
spring  passage  as  House-Martin  and  Swallow  (co).  Last,  Cley, 
November  1st  (bpp). 

278  Golden  Oriole 

A male  between  Sheringham  and  Weybourne  April  28th 
(jmf).  Pair  at  Horsey  May  17th  (gc)  and  a male  there  May 
24th  (ab). 

279  Raven 

One,  with  Hooded  Crows,  Blakeney  February  14th  (hh). 
Full  description  supplied. 

281  Hooded  Crow 

Records  from  many  coastal  localities  (including  Wash)  up  to 
May  25th  (dg)  and  from  September  3rd  (jfp).  Inland  reports 
very  few.  One  spent  the  summer  at  Waxham  (dg). 

282  Rook 

Many  migrants  passing  west  at  Cley  last  week  October  (co). 

284  Magpie 

Continues  to  increase  in  man}/  localities  ; 35  together  at 
Ovington  (gj). 

288  Great  Tit 

One  ringed  Cley,  7.4.49,  recovered  there  22.12.52  (rar).  One 
ringed  Sheringham  10.11.50  found  dead  on  tide-line  West  Run- 
ton  19.4.53  (prc)  . 

289  Blue  Tit 

One  ringed  Cley  26.1.51  re-trapped  there  27.1.53  (rar). 

293  Willow-Tit 

Records  from  Wheatfen  (eae).  Beechamwell,  Thompson, 
Fowl  Mere  and  Santon  (jd,  aev).  x\11  regular  sites.  One  at 
Rollesby  September  7th  (c.  green). 
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295  Bearded  Tit* 

Present  during  summer  on  a north-coast  marsh  (not  Cley 
area),  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (jsa). 

299  Wren 

Nests  in  suseda  bushes,  Blakeney  area,  especially  when  tide- 
wrack  evident  (hh).  One,  perhaps  a migrant,  Blakeney  Point, 
September  23rd  (djb,  dgwh). 

300  Dipper  (Black-bellied  race)  ( Cinclus  c.  cinclus ) 

Aylsham  Mill : One  arrived  December  16th,  1952,  and 
stayed  until  March  9th.  Filmed  and  song  recorded.  This 
song,  as  well  as  the  bird’s  alarm  note,  were  broadcast.  See 
British  Birds  XL VI I : 28  for  observations  by  rpb-o  of  this 
bird  walking  along  the  bottom  of  the  mill-stream.  A single 
bird  arrived  October  29th  and  was  joined  by  another  November 
4th.  One  of  these,  a first  winter  bird,  ringed  November  6th 
for  co,  stayed  until  the  end  of  the  year  (several  observers),  and 
roosted  on  a girder-flange  beneath  a foot-bridge  (rar). 

301  Mistle-Thrush 

Large  flock  of  2-300,  Hevingham,  September  14th  (eqb). 

302  Fieldfare 

Last  spring  birds  at  Postwick  April  24th  (pdk).  Autumn 
records  from  October  6th.  Flocks  widespread  on  north  coast 
from  18th  (hh,  mm).  Large  numbers  heard  just  south  of 
Swaffham  midnight  October  16th  (rpb-o). 

303  Song-Thrush 

Migrants  at  Blakeney  Point  September  14th,  16th  (co)  and 
October  8th  (hh).  Pair  had  young  in  the  nest  in  a Norwich 
garden  early  December  (eae)  . One  ringed  as  young,  Salthouse 
4.6.52,  recovered  Manton  (Rutland)  24.11.52  (prc). 

304  Redwing 

6 arrived  Cley  beach  March  23rd  (co).  Last,  Guestwick, 
April  22nd  (gresham’s).  Autumn  : First,  Blakeney  Point, 
September  16th.  Flocks  widespread,  north  coast,  by  October 
8th  (hh).  Many  at  Blakeney  Point  October  15th-18th  (co). 
Arrived  Horsey  October  10th  (gc).  Numbers  heard  calling 
over  Norwich  at  night  October  8th,  11th,  and  over  Yarmouth 
on  20th.  Again  over  Norwich  November  3rd  (mjs).  Large 
numbers  calling  just  south  of  Swaffham,  midnight  October  16th 
(rpb-o). 

307  Ring-Ouzel 

Single  birds  at  Weybourne  April  15th  ; Salthouse,  21st  ; Cley, 
27th  (wfb,  hh,  co).  One  at  Horsey  April  10th  ; 3 on  16th  and 
one  May  9th  (gc,  dg,  pdk,  mjs).  5-6  males,  Cromer,  April 
16th-17th  ; 2 there  18th  (rafc).  Only  two  autumn  records  : 
One  at  Blakeney,  September  7th  (hh)  and  another  near  Swaff- 
ham October  14th  (jmf). 
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308  Blackbird 

Small  numbers  of  spring  migrants,  Cley,  March  14th,  23rd 
(co).  Autumn  : Arrivals  at  Blakeney  October  8th,  27th  (hh)  ; 
Horsey  October  10th-20th  (ab).  Considerable  numbers,  Cley, 
November  18th-20th  (pro,  mm)  ; Morston  7th,  17th,  19th 
(hh)  and  Sheringham,  24th  (pro).  Enormous  immigration, 
Cley,  December  6th  (co)  ; also  noted  Blakeney  (hh).  Late 
nest,  Acle,  contained  young  December  2nd  (. Eastern  Daily 
Press).  Partial  albinos  reported  from  Saham  Toney  and 
Watton  (gj).  One  ringed  at  roost  Salthouse  21.2.52,  found 
dead  in  gin-trap  Cley  end  March,  1953.  Another,  also  ringed 
Salthouse,  16.3.52,  re-trapped  there  8.9.53.  A first  winter 
female  ringed  Salthouse  24.10.52  ; found  dead,  Goteborg, 
Sweden,  1.11.53  (rar). 

311  Wheatear* 

Spring  : First,  Kelling,  March  13th  (hh)  ; Lang  Mere,  March 
20th  (ges).  Cley  : First,  a hen,  March  16th  ; first  cock,  24th. 
Thence  up  to  7 daily  until  influx  April  11th  (15  seen).  1-2 
almost  daily  to  May  8th.  Elsewhere,  migrants  noted  from 
March  20th  to  May  19th.  Autumn  passage  (coast,  Wash  and 
Fens)  from  July  26th  to  early  November.  None  nested  Cley 
1953  (co),  nor  at  Blakeney  or  Stiffkey  (hh).  A pair  present  on 
Gramborough  Hill,  Salthouse,  early  June,  were  carrying  food 
and  showed  anxiety  when  approached  (rar)  . One  pair  nested 
Sandringham  Warren  and  probably  1-2  pairs  Snettisham 
gravel  pits  (cbc). 

Greenland  Wheatear  ( Oenanthe  oe.  leucorhoa) 

Cley.  First  male  April  12th  with  about  6 males  on  13th. 
Next  recorded  April  26th  (2)  thence  up  to  6 daily  till  May  21st 
with  females  more  in  evidence  from  15th  onwards.  Last  spring 
record  May  22nd.  A male  ringed  at  Cley  April  29th  was  still 
present  May  8th  (co).  Autumn  : 3,  Blakeney  Point,  October 
4th  (co)  and  2 considered  to  be  of  this  form  at  Cley  same  day 
(hh). 

317  Stonechat 

Odd  birds  at  Holme,  Thornham,  the  Cley  area,  Walcott, 
Caister,  Horsey  and  Hickling  (several  observers).  Most  re- 
ported in  autumn  and  winter  but  a pair  at  Glandford  May  11th 
and  a juvenile  at  Cley  July  3rd  (co).  One  ringed  at  Cley 
1 1.10.52  re-appeared  for  ten  days  from  January  9th  (rar).  No 
definite  breeding  records. 

318  Whinchat 

Spring.  Cley  : First,  April  25th.  Single  birds  almost  daily 
from  April  29th  until  May  8th  when  3 males.  Steady  increase 
until  peak  reached  May  17th,  when  at  least  15  present.  7,  May 
19th,  from  which  date  numbers  fell  rapidly  until  last  on  22nd. 
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(All  these  are  passage  migrants  ; none  is  known  to  nest  in  Cley 
area-co).  Horsey  : Odd  singles  May  9th,  10th,  18th  (gc,  dg, 
pdk,  mjs)  . 1-2,  Terrington,  May  8th,  is  only  Wash  record. 

Probably  15  pairs  bred  in  Norfolk  stretch  of  Ouse  Washes  (cbc). 
One,  Hickling,  July  19th  (jfp).  Autumn.  Reported  from 
Blakeney-Cley-Salthouse  area  and  Horsey,  August  12th-Sep- 
tember  30th.  Peak  numbers  September  16th  (several  obser- 
vers) . Breck  : Seen  from  May  3rd  on  Barnham  Cross  Common, 
Thorpe  Gt.  Heath,  Kilverstone  and  Bridgham  Heaths  (jD)-all 
regular  breeding  localities. 

320  Redstart 

Spring  passage.  Cley  area,  April  5th  to  May  22nd,  with  peak 
movement  between  April  27th  and  May  3rd  (co).  Horsey, 
April  10th  and  May  9th  (gc).  North  coast  breeding  records 
from  Kelling  (hh)  and  Sheringham  (prc).  Breck  : Seen  from 
April  20th  at  Fowl  Mere,  Thorpe  Gt.  Heath,  Wretham,  Shad- 
well,  Two  Mile  Bottom  and  Santon  (per  AEv)-all  regular  sites. 
Autumn  passage,  mainly  along  north  coast,  from  August  23rd 
until  October  18th.  Peak  passage  September  14th-16th  ; 
particularly  noticeable  Blakeney  Point  (several  observers). 

321  Black  Redstart 

Single  birds  heard  singing  in  Norwich  May  8th  and  June  24th 
(pdk).  Nest  with  4 young  found  at  Yarmouth  June  15th. 
The  young  were  ringed  (rhh).  Spring  passage  : An  immature 
male,  Cley,  March  18th-23rd.  Sub-song  heard  frequently. 
Joined  by  a second  “ grey  ” bird  March  22nd.  Another,  Cley, 
March  27th  (co).  Singles,  Glandford  April  9th  ; Blakeney  24th 
(hh)  . Another,  Glandford,  May  11th  (co) . Singles  at  Blakeney 
September  12th,  22nd  and  October  6th  (hh).  Autumn  : Wax- 
ham,  October  11th  (dg)  and  Cley  October  18th  (co)  and 
November  1st  (bpp). 

322  Nightingale 

First,  April  13th,  Salthouse  Heath.  Some  50  singing  males 
located  in  parishes  of  Sheringham,  Kelling,  Weybourne,  Salt- 
house  and  Cley  (prc). 

324  Bluethroat 

One,  Blakeney  Point,  mid-September  (c.  m.  veysey  perRAR). 
1953  was  a very  poor  year  for  Bluethroats. 

325  Robin 

An  albino,  Shotesham,  during  autumn  and  up  to  end  of  year 
(per  eae).  Migration  : One  arrived  Cley  beach  March  23rd. 
Single  birds  seen  from  T.H.V.  Triton  off  Norfolk  coast  Septem- 
ber 15th- 16th  (jfp).  One,  Blakeney  Point,  September  16th 
and  several  there  October  15th  ; 1-2  Cley  beach,  October  21st 
and  December  20th  (co). 
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327  Grasshopper-Warbler* 

First,  Salthouse,  April  12th  (pro).  Main  arrival  April  19th- 
21st.  Song  recorded  up  to  August  1 1th  (pwpb).  1-3,  Blakeney 
Point,  September  9th,  15th- 17th  and  22nd  (co). 

333  Reed-Warbler* 

First,  Cley,  April  25th  (co).  Further  arrivals  April  27th-May 
3rd.  One,  Blakeney  Point,  September  16th.  1-2  at  Cley 

until  third  week  October  (co). 

337  Sedge-Warbler* 

First,  Cley,  April  3rd  (co)  ; arrived  Hickling  next  day  (gb). 
In  numbers  from  April  24th  with  further  increase  May  4th. 
Last,  Blakeney  Point,  September  23rd  (co). 

343  Blackcap 

First,  Hellesdon,  April  11th  (mjs).  Odd  passage-birds  at 
Cley  until  May  4th  when  first  noted  at  Horsey.  Last,  Blakeney, 
October  1st  (hh). 

344  Barred  Warbler 

Single  first  winter  birds  at  Cley  October  8th  and  at  Salthouse 
October  14th  (rar). 

346  Garden-Warbler 

First,  Horsey  and  Salthouse,  April  26th  (gc,  co).  Last, 
Blakeney  Point  and  Salthouse,  September  16th  (co). 

347  Whitethroat 

First,  Salthouse  Heath,  April  17th.  Large  arrival,  21st,  and 
colonization  of  breeding  territories  began  at  Cley  April  24th  (co). 
Passage  birds,  Blakeney  Point,  August  12th,  29th  (pwpb), 
September  7th,  9th,  16th,  23rd  and  October  15th  (co).  4 ringed 

at  Salthouse  1952  all  returned  1953  to  same  area.  Another, 
Tinged  at  Salthouse  12.8.51,  nested  there  1952  and  1953  (rar). 

348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

First,  Great  Plumstead,  April  24th  (pdk).  No  spring  passage 
noted  at  Cley.  During  autumn,  several  at  Blakeney,  September 
16th  (hh)  and  2 at  the  Point  same  day  (co)  ; also  one  there 
October  8th  (drw). 

354  Willow-Warbler* 

First,  Rackheath,  April  5th  (jfp).  1-2,  Cley,  daily  April 
12th-23rd,  with  very  marked  influx  April  26th-May  4th. 
Singles  May  12th-21st  (co).  Many  autumn  coastal  records  of 
migrants  during  August  and  first  half  September.  Single  bird 
singing  at  Blakeney  October  8th-18th  (hh). 

356  Chiffchaff 

First,  Horsey,  March  26th  (gc).  Odd  migrants  at  Cley,  April 
6th-May  16th  (co).  Reports  received  suggest  that  Chiffchaff  is 
now  widespread  and  fairly  common  (see  Distribution  Section  of 
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Handbook).  Passage  birds,  Blakeney  Point,  August  29th 
(pwpb)  ; September  9th,  16th,  and  October  4th  (co). 

357  Wood-Warbler 

First,  Holt,  May  2nd  (gresham’s).  Singing  males  reported 
from  Blickling,  Glandford,  Plumstead,  near  Sheringham  (hh) 
and  Kelling  (pdk,  mjs). 

364  Goldcrest 

Spring  passage  : 2,  Salthouse,  April  5th  (co).  Autumn  : 2, 
Cley,  August  21st  (pj)  ; odd  birds,  Blakeney  Point,  September 
16th,  22nd  and  October  8th.  Enormous  immigration  to  north 
Norfolk  October  12th-17th  (co)  was  also  noticed  at  Horsey 
(gc).  One,  Britannia  Pier,  Yarmouth,  October  19th  (per  mjs) 
and  one  found  dead  on  a drifter  off  Smith’s  Knoll  next  day 
(rhh). 

365  Firecrest 

One,  Blakeney  Point,  September  16th-17th  was  ringed  on 
16th  (co).  One,  near  Weeting  Heath,  October  21st  (jg). 

366  Spotted  Flycatcher* 

First,  Horsey,  May  1st  (gc).  Autumn  passage  on  coast  from 
August  17th  (pwpb)  to  September  23rd  ; most  records  from 
Blakeney  Point. 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

Spring  passage  : Single  birds,  Horstead,  April  22nd  (lord 
william  Percy  per  eae)  ; Horsey  and  Hickling  25th  (gc,  ep, 
mjs)  ; Blakeney  Point  and  Weybourne,  28th  (co)  ; Horsey, 
May  6th  (dg)  ; 3 males,  Cley,  9th  ; singles,  Kelling,  16th  (co)  ; 
Stody,  31st  (eqb)  ; Blakeney,  June  3rd  (hh).  A hen,  Blickling 
Park,  July  23rd  (hh).  Autumn  : One,  Blakeney  Point  August 
12th.  Large  influxes  north  Norfolk  September  5th-8th  and 
14th-23rd  (peak  day  16th).  Last  dates  : Singles  at  Salthouse 
October  14th  and  Blakeney  Point,  15th  (co).  6,  Horsey, 

September  6th  (gc)  ; 4 there  on  19th  (mjs)  ; 35,  Yarmouth, 
September  7th  (gmse). 

370  Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

Single  birds,  Blakeney  Point,  September  7th  and  17th  (co). 

373  Meadow-Pipit* 

Increase,  Blakeney  Point,  September  9th.  Large  westerly 
passage,  Cley,  September  20th-22nd.  One  colour-ringed  as 
nestling,  Cley,  20.5.50,  nested  Weybourne  (same  territory) 
following  three  years  (rar). 

376  Tree-Pipit 

First,  Salthouse  and  High  Kelling,  April  13th  (co,  gresham’s). 
Spring  passage  at  Cley  (1-3  birds)  April  25th,  28th,  May  4th, 
7th  (co).  Singles  on  autumn  passage  at  Horsey  August  22nd 
(pwpb)  ; Blakeney  Point,  September  7th-8th  (co)  and  Salt- 
house,  17th-18th  (pdk). 
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379  Rock-Pipit  ( Anthus  s.  petrosus) 

Recorded  regularly  on  coast  and  estuaries  up  to  April  2nd 
and  from  September  3rd.  Seen  up  Yare  as  far  as  Reedham 
December  24th  (pwpb).  3 rather  grey  birds,  resembling  the 
Scandinavian  race  (M.s.  littoralis)  at  Cley  March  llth-14th 
(co).  2 well  up  Ouse,  King’s  Lynn,  December  28th  (cbc). 

Water-Pipit  {A.  s.  spinoletta ) 

One,  Snettisham  gravel  pits,  December  17th  (cBC-to  whom 
full  details  supplied).  Singles  at  Morston  November  4th  and 
December  17th  (hh).  Supporting  details  received. 

380  White  Wagtail  ( Motacilla  a.  alba) 

Spring.  Odd  birds,  mostly  males,  at  Cley  on  nine  days 
throughout  April.  Singles  May  18th,  22nd  and  24th  (co). 
Singles  at  Cromer,  April  14th-21st  (rafc)  ; Blakeney,  15th  ; 
Bayfield,  19th  (hh).  Autumn.  Singles,  Cley,  September  2nd 
(co)  ; Blakeney,  13th  ; 18th  and  October  10th  (hh). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Winter  reports  from  Marlingford,  Hellesdon  and  Aylsham 
Mills.  Wash  : One,  Wolferton,  October  2nd.  Breeding 
records  from  Stoke  Holy  Cross  and  Barnham  Broom  Mills. 
Noted  during  breeding  season  (but  no  proof  of  nesting)  at  New 
Mills  (Wensum),  Bawburgh,  Marlingford,  Elsing,  Taverham 
and  Hellesdon  Mills  (eqb,  mjs).  Also  at  Brettenham  (River 
Thet-jD).  Did  not  nest  Coston  Bridge,  though  young  in 
vicinity,  July- August.  None  noted  in  Waveney  valley.  One, 
Bintry  Mill,  September  16th  ; 2,  Cantley  on  17th  (eqb)  and  one 
at  Cley  on  20th  (ahd).  One  ringed  as  a nestling  6.5.52  near 
Brussels,  Belgium,  recovered  at  Long  Stratton  13.3.53  (miss  v. 
fryer  per  rb).  One  colour-ringed  at  Aylsham  Mill  November 
5th  still  present  at  end  of  year  (h.  g.  brownlow). 

382  Yellow  Wagtail*  ( Motacilla  f.  flavissima) 

First,  Cley,  April  5th  (co).  Arrived  Breydon  next  day 
(rhh).  Noticeable  influx,  Cley,  on  10th  with  first  definite 
females.  During  the  cold,  wet  spell  in  early  June  a colour- 
ringed  male  was  foraging  at  Cley  for  his  newly  hatched  nestlings 
nearly  two  miles  away  on  Salthouse  Heath.  The  brood  soon 
perished  (rar).  Big  influx  September  9th  when  many  on 
Blakeney  Point.  Last,  Cley,  September  28th  (co).  One  ringed 
as  a nestling  Salthouse,  8.6.52,  recovered  Cap  Ferret  (Gironde) 
W.  France  end  August  1952  (prc).  A probable  melanistic 
variant,  with  dark  slatey  head  and  upper  parts,  prominent 
white  eye-stripe,  white  chin  and  very  pale  yellow  underparts 
at  Cley  September  5th  (thb).  Stuart  Smith,  author  of  The 
Yellow  Wagtail,  states  this  is  the  first  variant  with  a dark 
mantle  of  which  he  has  heard. 
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Blue-headed  Wagtail  (M.  f.  flava) 

A male,  Salthouse  Heath,  May  5th  (hh). 

A hen  paired  to  a typical  cock  Yellow,  Sandringham  Warren, 
May  31st  and  presumed  to  be  nesting.  Probably  the  same 
birds  seen  June  21st  (cbc). 

Grey-headed  Wagtail  (M.  /.  thunbergi) 

A male,  Cley,  May  20th  (rar  and  other  observers). 

383  Waxwing 

2,  Cley,  March  3rd  (wfb)  ; 14,  Haddiscoe,  December  4th  (per 
eae)  ; 3,  Horsey,  December  10th  (gc)  ; 2,  Wheatfen,  December 
13th  to  end  of  year  and  another  at  Claxton  on  28th  (eae)  ; 2, 
Kelling,  December  29th  and  about  15  reported  there  the 
previous  day  (rpb-o). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

One  at  Cley  January  7th  (mm).  Single  birds  on  Salthouse 
Heath  January  9th-17th  (gresham’s),  January  20th  (prc)  and 
from  February  24th  (jmf)  until  April  8th  (ringed  March  4th-co). 
Unusual  numbers  in  October  : 2,  between  Cley  and  Langham 
on  7th  and  one,  Salthouse  Heath  on  8th  (wfb)  ; 2,  Cley  Hall 
Farm,  one  at  Blakeney  and  2 by  the  Blakeney-Saxlingham 
Road  all  on  9th  (wfb,  ahd,  rpb-o)  ; one,  Blakeney  Point  im- 
paling a migrant  Goldcrest  on  suaeda  twig  on  15th  (prc)  and  one 
at  Cley  on  18th  (rh-c).  Singles  at  Horsey  October  24th  (ab, 
gc)  and  Blakeney,  November  9th-10th  (hh)  ; 3,  Stanford 
Water,  November  21st  (jsh)  and  one  at  Cley  early  December 
(rh-c). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

First,  Cley,  May  5th  (wfb).  Breeding  pairs  taking  up 
territory  from  May  19th  (co).  Reported  from  several  Breck 
localities  (per  aev),  but  undoubtedly  scarce  this  year. 

389  Starling 

Large  westerly  passage  at  Cley  October  7th,  8th,  10th,  13th- 
18th  (fj,  co,  mjs).  Recoveries  : One  ringed  as  full  grown  at 
Wroxham  24.12.50  was  recovered  Schagerbrug,  Noord  Holland 
7.4.52  (ph).  One,  recovered  West  Beckham,  Holt,  December 
1952  was  ringed  as  young  30.5.52  about  70  miles  north  of 
Moscow,  in  the  Rybinsk  district  (per  rb).  One  ringed  as  a 
juvenile  on  island  of  Scharhorn  at  mouth  of  Elbe  27.6.53  killed 
by  striking  the  Dowsing  Light  21.10.53  (hd). 

391  Hawfinch 

Bred  at  Yelverton  ; seen  during  breeding  season  at  Dereham 
and  Framingham  Pigot.  Bred  1952  at  Cringleford  (kcd). 
Breck  : Records  in  recent  years  indicate  that  it  is  common  in  a 
number  of  suitable  places,  mainly-but  not  wholly-in  parks 
near  Thetford  (per  aev). 
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394  Siskin 

Over  50,  Earlham  Park,  Norwich,  January  6th  (r.  gaze,  te)  ; 
9,  Whitlingham,  December  15th  (etd)  and  3,  Buckenham, 
December  26th  (jfp). 

395  Linnet 

Large  westerly  passage  at  Cley  September  20th-22nd  (co). 
Flocks  of  over  300  Blakeney  area,  in  September  (hh)  ; 500  at 
Thornham  November  15th  (aev).  One  ringed  as  juvenile  at 
Cley  12.6.52  was  recovered  at  Labouheyre  (Landes)  France, 
28.10.52  (rar). 

396  Twite 

Welney  Washes,  one,  February  26th  ; Wolferton  saltings,  6, 
October  24th,  85  in  extensive  tour  December  14th,  10  on  17th 
and  40  on  28th  (cbc).  Thornham,  several,  November  15th  ; 
Gun  Hill,  Burnham  Overy,  one,  December  13th  (aev).  Cley,  2, 
January  8th  ; 6 on  March  1st  ; 10  on  October  18th  and  Decem- 
ber 29th  (whd,  mm,  ictn,  co).  Breydon,  over  50,  December 
28th  (pwpb). 

397  Redpoll 

24  near  Sheringham  March  18th.  One  singing  Kelling  April 
28th  (prc)  . About  35,  Thorpe,  April  6th  (pdk).  One,  Hick- 
ling,  July  19th  (jfp).  2-3,  Sandringham  Warren,  July  19th, 
where  also  seen  in  autumn  (cbc).  2,  (both  Mealy — Carduelis  /. 
flammed)  on  Smith’s  Knoll  Light  October  19th  (j.  h.  r.  boswall). 
2 over  Cley  marshes  (co)  and  1 1 came  in  from  sea,  Hunstanton, 
on  21st  (cbc)  ; 5 Scolt  Head,  on  22nd  (rc).  (Note  interesting 
sequence  of  October  dates) . Breck  : Recorded  commonly  at  all 
seasons  from  Wretham-Ring  Mere-Fowl  Mere  area,  Roudham 
and  Bridgham  Heaths  and  Thetford  (alb,  jd,  aev). 

404  Crossbill 

12,  High  Kelling,  March  7th-9th  (gresham’s)  and  about  20 
there,  March  30th  (rpb-o).  The  following  records  probably  all 
relate  to  the  large  scale  “ invasion  ” of  Britain  which  took  place 
in  1953  : Flock  of  54,  High  Kelling,  on  June  22nd  included  4 
red  males  (ghcb)  ; 9,  Brinton,  June  23rd  (rpb-o)  ; 25-30 
Rollesby,  July  lst-12th  (col.  i.  benn)  ; 1,  Scratby,  July  2nd  ; 
one  caught  in  a house  at  Mundesley  July  4th  (b.  b.  riviere)  ; 
15  Kelling,  July  5th  (rpb-o)  ; 2,  Wells,  October  13th  (fj)  ; 6, 
Holkham,  mid-October  (jch)  ; one,  Sheringham,  November 
14th  (prc)  and  3 High  Kelling,  December  20th  (ghcb).  Breck  : 
Breeding  records  of  only  1-2  pairs  from  one  or  two  sites  (many 
observers).  12  at  Narford  Park  July  2nd  (mjs)  is  only  evidence 
of  immigrants  in  Norfolk  part  of  Breck. 

407  Chaffinch 

Large  flocks  flying  west  at  Cley  October  16th  (fj).  100 

passing  S.S.W.  in  an  hour  at  Snettisham  October  24th  (cbc). 
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One  ringed  at  Sheringham  January  1950  seen  each  winter  to 
January  1953  (pro). 

408  Brambling 

Last  spring  birds,  Hickling,  April  21st  (ep).  Autumn  : 
First,  Brinton,  October  5th  (rpb-o)  and  at  Salthouse  next  day 
(co).  Exceptional  numbers  reported  from  many  localities 
between  mid-October  and  end  of  year.  October  records 
include  : Number  arrived  at  Sea  Palling  on  12th-13th  during 
a gale  (per  eae)  ; several  hundreds,  Kelling,  14th  (rpb-o)  ; 
several  flocks  passing  west  at  Cley  and  over  100  at  Salthouse  on 
16th  (fj)  ; several  on  migration,  Hunstanton  area,  18th-21st 
(cbc)  ; over  3,000,  Burnham  Deepdale,  on  21st  (vp)  and  150-200 
Scolt  Head,  next  day  (rc)  ; over  500  between  Holt  and  Kelling 
Heath,  on  30th  (hh). 

300,  Holkham  Park,  mid-December  (vp).  Hundreds  during 
December  at  Great  Fransham  near  Swaffham  ( Eastern  Daily 
Press)  and  at  Cley  and  Wiveton  (mfmm).  Breck  : Parties  of 
20-50  until  April  8th  (jd).  A small  party  stayed  near  Ring 
Mere  until  June  6th  (ges).  December  flocks  of  30-60  (aev). 

410  Corn-Bunting 

Reported  from  a number  of  coastal  sites  between  Yarmouth 
and  Wells. 

415  Girl  Bunting 

A female  with  Yellow  Hammers  at  Salthouse  October  29th  ; 
olive  rump  clearly  seen  (rar).  A male  at  Wolferton  Village 
December  14th  (cbc). 

416  Ortolan  Bunting 

One  (probably  an  adult  female),  at  Cley,  September  18th- 
19th  (PRC,  R.  S.  R.  FITTER,  PADH,  PDK,  RAR). 

421  Reed-Bunting 

Bred  on  salt  marshes,  Blakeney  area.  Some  nests  almost 
covered  by  high  tides  (hh)  . 

422  Lapland  Bunting 

Cley : 3-5  wintered  1952-3.  12  on  March  7th.  A pair 

assuming  breeding  plumage  remained  until  April  22nd,  the  hen 
being  last  seen  May  3rd.  First  autumn  birds  September  13th 
and  between  then  and  end  of  year  frequently  noted  at  Cley  and 
Blakeney  (maximum  14  on  September  23rd)  (ahd,  co).  Holme  : 
Over  40,  November  8th  ; 60,  November  15th  (ejc,  pn,  aev)  ; 
4-5  (or  more),  December  28th  (ictn).  Gun  Hill,  Burnham 
Overy  : 4,  November  29th  (gmse,  df)  ; one,  December  13th 
(aev).  Wolferton  : 1-2  (or  more),  November  6th,  December 
14th  and  28th  (cbc). 
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423  Snow-Bunting 

Snettisham-Hunstanton,  noted  up  to  March  17th  and  from 
October  2nd ; maximum  about  200,  December  14th  (cbc). 
Blakeney-Cley-Salthouse,  noted  up  to  March  27th  and  from 
September  13th.  Total  of  700  between  Watch  House  and  East 
Bank,  November  20th.  250  at  Cley  November  29th  (hh,  co). 

Breydon  : Up  to  50  during  1952-3  winter.  First  autumn 
arrival  September  26th  (rhh).  An  early  bird  at  Yarmouth 
September  7th  (gmse).  Small  flocks  reported  from  other 
coastal  localities  including  Holme  (one,  September  20th-Ejc), 
Scolt  Head,  Brancaster,  Sheringham,  Waxham  and  Caister. 

425  Tree-Sparrow* 

Common  in  the  Breck  and  Fens  (cbc).  Largest  winter  flocks  : 
150,  Cley  beach,  January  29th  (co)  ; 2-300  East  Ruston,  Decem- 
ber 28th  (iwc). 


CLEY  BIRD  OBSERVATORY 
Fourth  Annual  Report 
(Nov.  1st,  1952 — Oct.  31st,  1953) 

The  elements  combined  to  make  1953  a disastrous  year  for 
the  Observatory  at  Cley.  The  spectacle  on  the  morning  of 
1st  February,  after  the  site  had  been  pounded  for  hours  by 
mountainous  seas,  was  devastating  to  say  the  least.  The  solid 
office  building  remained  apparently  undamaged  and  escaped 
flooding,  but  the  coastal  gun-emplacements  which  sheltered  the 
traps  were  reduced  to  great  slabs  of  masonry  scattered  over  the 
adjacent  arable  field.  The  beach  had  advanced  thirty  yards 
inland  and  all  the  bushes  round  the  Observatory  were  buried 
under  five  feet  of  shingle.  There  was  no  sign  of  the  three 
“ Heligoland  ” traps,  although  a couple  of  catching  boxes  and 
other  fragments  were  picked  up  in  Cley  village  a mile  away. 
The  fourth  trap,  on  the  Salthouse  boundary,  was  damaged  by 
floating  timbers  and  marsh  debris  but  was  soon  in  working  order 
again. 

Generous  gifts  of  money  and  materials  from  the  British  Trust 
for  Ornithology  and  other  friends  helped  to  lighten  the  burden 
of  rehabilitation,  and  by  March  a miniature  sectional  “ Heligo- 
land ” trap  was  in  position  on  the  original  site  with  some 
brushwood  for  cover.  However,  very  few  birds  were  ringed 
there  and  the  Salthouse  trap  became  the  centre  of  activity ; a 
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number  of  spring-nets  baited  with  meal-worms  also  accounted 
for  many  birds. 

The  very  cold,  wet,  weather  of  the  early  summer  was  a serious 
blow  to  breeding  birds  and  numbers  of  nestlings  were  killed  by  it. 
Such  misfortunes  were  bound  to  have  an  adverse  effect  on  the 
year’s  ringing  results  and  the  total  of  1,017  birds  ringed  (529 
trapped,  488  nestlings)  was  below  average.  However,  seventy- 
six  species  were  ringed  including  interesting  captures  such  as 
little  grebe,  Manx  shearwater,  fulmar,  water-rail,  three  wood- 
sandpipers,  purple  sandpiper,  grey  phalarope,  stone-curlew, 
ring-ouzel,  black  redstart,  grasshopper-warbler,  firecrest,  white 
wagtail,  great  grey  shrike  and  snow-bunting.  A number  of 
recoveries  were  reported  and  appear  under  species-headings  in 
the  main  part  of  this  Report. 

Several  students  again  stayed  at  the  Observatory  and  gave 
valuable  help  but  living  conditions  are  still  rather  primitive  and 
no  more  bookings  can  be  accepted  for  the  time  being.  An 
ever  increasing  number  of  good  friends  have  helped  in  many 
ways  during  the  year  and  their  kindness  and  interest  is  much 
appreciated.  Enquiries  should  be  made  to  the  Warden,  Hill 
Top,  Cley,  Holt. 

R.  A.  Richardson 
(Warden  of  the  Observatory) 
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RINGING  PROGRESS — Cley  Bird  Observatory. 


Species 

Seasons 

1949- 

1952 

Season 

1952-53 

Grand  ; 
Totals 

I 

Species 

Seasons  | 
1949- 
1952  | 

Season 

1952-53 

Grand 

Totals 

Little  Grebe 

0 

1 

1 

Song-Thrush  I 

169 

18 

187 

Manx  Shearwater 

0 

1 

1 

Redwing  ...  ... 

7 

2 

9 

Fulmar 

0 

1 

1 

Ring- Ouzel 

0 

1 

1 

Bittern  

2 

0 

2 

Blackbird  

281 

43 

324 

Mallard  ... 

0 

3 

3 

Wheatear  / Greenland 

Sheld-Duck  

3 

0 

3 

Wheatear 

60 

20 

80 

Kestrel 

0 

1 

1 

Stonechat 

5 

1 

6 

Water-Rail  

0 

1 

1 

Whinchat 

7 

16 

23 

Moorhen  ... 

0 

3 

3 

Redstart  

31 

10 

41 

Oystercatcher 

7 

4 

11 

Black  Redstart 

15 

1 

16 

Lapwing  ... 

23 

11 

34 

Nightingale  ...  ...  ! 

31 

40 

71 

Ringed  Plover 

42 

10 

52 

Robin 

282 

49 

331 

Snipe 

1 

0 

1 

Grasshopper- Warbler  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Woodcock 

3 

0 

3 

Reed-Warbler  ...  ...  ! 

24 

16 

40 

Wood-Sandpiper 

0 

3 

3 

Sedge- Warbler  ...  ... 

23 

19 

42 

Common  Sandpiper 

0 

3 

3 

Blackcap...  ...  ... 

12 

1 

13 

Redshank. 

22 

1 

23 

Barred  Warbler 

1 

0 

1 

Purple  Sandpiper 

0 

1 

1 

Garden- W arbler 

2 

9 

11 

Dunlin 

6 

1 

7 

Whitethroat  

169 

112 

281 

Grey  Phalarope  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

11 

5 

16 

Stone-Curlew 

0 

1 

1 

Willow-Warbler 

84 

70 

154 

Black-headed  Gull 

32 

10 

42 

Chiff  chaff  

11 

3 

14 

Common  Tern  ... 

8 

9 

17 

Wood- Warbler  ... 

7 

0 

7 

Little  Tern  

5 

0 

5 

Goldcrest 

11 

7 

18 

Razorbill 

3 

0 

3 

Firecrest 

0 

1 

1 

Guillemot 

2 

0 

2 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

12 

8 

20 

Stock-Dove 

5 

0 

5 

Pied  Flycatcher 

21 

18 

39 

Woodpigeon 

3 

0 

3 

Hedge-Sparrow  ... 

130 

34 

164 

Turtle-Dove 

6 

1 

7 

Meadow- Pipit  ... 

168 

61 

229 

Cuckoo 

2 

0 

2 

Tree-Pipit 

7 

1 

8 

Barn-Owl  

12 

0 

12 

Rock-Pipit  

5 

0 

5 

Little  Owl  

4 

2 

6 

Pied  Wagtail/ White 

Tawny  Owl 

0 

2 

2 

Wagtail 

10 

20 

30 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

0 

1 

Y ellow  W agtail  ... 

26 

45 

71 

Nightjar  ... 

3 

0 

3 

Great  Grey  Shrike 

0 

1 

1 

Swift 

8 

3 

11 

Red-backed  Shrike 

26 

17 

43 

Wryneck 

1 

0 

1 

Starling  ... 

156 

21 

177 

Woodlark 

12 

0 

12 

Greenfinch 

163 

37 

200 

Skylark 

100 

25 

125 

Goldfinch 

13 

6 

19 

Swallow  ... 

82 

20 

102 

Linnet 

177 

20 

197 

House-Martin 

10 

5 

15 

Bullfinch 

1 

4 

5 

Sand-Martin 

1 

2 

3 

i Chaffinch 

172 

16 

188 

Jackdaw  ... 

0 

4 

4 

Brambling 

43 

3 

46 

Great  Tit ... 

46 

5 

51 

Yellow-Bunting 

31 

12 

43 

Blue  Tit  ... 

161 

20 

181 

Corn-Bunting  ... 

4 

0 

4 

Coal-Tit  ... 

9 

0 

9 

Reed-Bunting  ... 

146 

18 

164 

Long-tailed  Tit 

0 

8 

8 

Snow-Bunting  ... 

148 

1 

149 

Tree-Creeper 

3 

0 

3 

Tree-Sparrow 

26 

1 

27 

Wren 

25 

9 

34 

House-Sparrow  ... 

291 

55 

346 

Mistle-Thrush 

0 

i 

7 

I 

Fieldfare 

3 

0 

1 3 

; Grand  Total 

| 3,780 

1,017 

4,797 

1949- 50  : 1,254  birds  of  60  species. 

1950- 51  : 1,060  birds  of  57  species. 

1951- 52  : 1,466  birds  of  71  species. 

1952- 53  : 1,017  birds  of  76  species. 
1949-53  : 4,797  birds  of  98  species. 
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